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Wednesday, the 6th August, 1969

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (50): ON NOTICE
CHIURCH BUflDIG AT

JERRAMUNGUP
Tabling, of Papers

1. Mr. GRAHAM, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Local Government:,

Will he lay on the Table of the
House Local Government Depart-
ment file 379/65 and all other
papers relating to approaches made
by the Onowangerup Shire Coun-
cl and others, If any, in connec-
tion with the financing and con-
struction of a church building at
Jerramungup, and associated mat-
ters?

Mr. NAIJDER replied:
Yes, for one week.

The file was tabled for one meek.

EDUCATION
Educational Television Stations

2. Mr. CASH, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Education:
(1) What information can he give on

meetings held between the Comn-
mnonwealith Minister for Education
and Science and the Postmaster
General and Ministers for Educa-
tion in the States to review the
recommendation of the Weeden
Committee for the establishment
of educational television stations?

(2) Did he receive a letter from the
Postmaster General late in 1968
seeking- his views on this matter
and, if so. what was the nature of
his reply?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Only one such meeting has been

held and that was in Canberra
on the 7th July, 1966. At this
meeting the Commonwealth re-
Iterated its intention not to set
up a separate authority for educa-
tional television as recommended
in the report of the Weeden Com-
mittee, nor to reserve a VHF
channel, but eventually to use the
UHF band.

(2) Yes, in September, 1968. A sub-
mission was forwarded to the
Postmaster-General on the 2nd
April, 1969, and on the 1oth July,
1969, I enquired whether it was
that Minister's intention to call a
Minister's conference further to
consider the matter.

TRAFFC
School Crossing Attendants

3. Mr. T. D. EVANS, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Taffic:

What department Is responsible
for employing and paying for the
services of school crossing attend-
ants (red flag equipped) ?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
The Police Department.

MEDICAL SERVICES
IKalgoorlie

4. Mr. T. D. EVANS, pursuant to notice.
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) Because of increased population in

and around Kalgoorlie the ser-
vices of the medical practitioners
at that centre are severely taxed,
what steps can be taken by the
Government to alleviate the
serious position?

(2) When may out-patient facilities
at Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital be
reasonably expected to operate?

Mr. ROSS HTCHINSON replied:
(1) If the local medical practitioners

indicated that they could not cope
with the situation, Kalgoorlie
could be declared a region under
the Medical Act and thereby a
vacancy for a non-State register-
able doctor could be available.

(2) A casualty and theatre block is
at present under consideration.
Outpatient facilities at Kalgoorlie
Hospital have still a very low
priority.

ABORTION

Legislation
5. Mr. GRAHAM, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for Education:
(1) When he stated that he expected

legislation dealing with abortion
to be introduced again in the
State Parliament, was he indicat-
Ing that this was the Government's
intention?

(2) If not, did he mean that steps
would be taken by a member, and
if so, who did he have in mind?

(3) If he Intended neither of the
courses mentioned, what did he
mean by his reference?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) A statement had been made at a

meeting accusing members of
Parliament of cowardice in avoid-
Ing debate on the Termination of
Pregnancy Bill. This provoked
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me into explaining the circumn-
stances surrounding the Speaker's
ruling and I assured the meeting
referred to of the readiness of
members to debate the Bill which
had been introduced.
My use of the Word "expected"
arose from the many letters writ-
ten to the Press and to members
which generally sought a further
examination of the subject by
Parliament.

CRAYFISHING
Catches, and Supervision of Processing

6. Mr. FLETCHER, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna:

(1) What was the weight in lbs and
value of crays taken for the years
1965-66, 1966-67, 1967-68?

(2) What is the catch in lbs to date
this season?

(3) is there any intention of having
processing craft comne to appro-
priate coastal points for depart-
mental supervision of all proces-
sing and packaging?

(4) If not, will immediate consider-
ation be given to the suggestion
contained in (3) ?

Mr. ROSS HUTFCHINSON replied:
lb. $

(1) 1965-668 . 17,794,000 11,380,000
1968-67 18,956,000 11,344,000
1967-68 22,041,000 16,875.000

(2) 1968-69 .. 18,000,000 18,500,000
(approx.)

(3) and (4). This matter is receiving
consideration by the department.

CRAYFISHING
Escape Gaps in Pots

7. Mr. FLETCHER, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna:
(1) Does the escape gap for outlet of

undersize crays from cray pots
have to be placed In any position
in relation to the haulage rope?

(2) If not, will he ensure, by regula-
tion if necessary, that the escape
gap is 180 degrees opposed to the
haulage rope with a view to spil-
ling through such escape gaps
undersize crays during haulage?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
1i) The law Provides that in every

crayfish pot, on the side, or on
tne end, or on the upper surface
of the pot there shall be an un-
obstructed escape gap.

(2) Many fishermen do as Is sug-
gested. However, because the
weight and pressure of fish in the
Pot tend to block the escape gap,
it Is not considered desirable to
specify its position by regulation.

8. This question was withdrawn.

EDUCATION
Reserve Teachers

9. Mr. BATEMAN, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Education:
(1) Is there an insufficient reserve of

teachers to fill vacancies caused by
resignations and sickness?

(2) If "Yes", what is the reason for
this shortage?

(3) In those schools where the teach-
lng staff has been reduced by, as
many as four teachers, what hap-
pens to the children of these
classes?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Primary-There is a sufficient re-

serve to meet normal sickness and
resignations but not in the recent
epidemic of influenza, etc.
Secondary-There is a certain
difficulty in replacing some speci-
alist teachers. This has recently
been aggravated by incidence of
influenza.

(2) Where shortages have been ex-
perienced recently this has been
due to the unusual incidence of
Influenza, both among the present
teaching staffs and among the
supply of relief teachers.

(3) Where staffs have been reduced
by teacher absence in primary
schools the headmaster takes
over teaching duties and, if
necessary, pupils are dispersed
among other classes. In second-
ary schools the duties of absent
teachers are absorbed by using
the marking and preparation
periods of teachers who are pre-
sent.

HOUSING
Government Emnployjees, Kalgoorlie

10. Mr. T. D. EVANS, pursuant to notice,
asked the Acting Premier:,

Apart from houses already under
construction, how many addition-
al homes are planned for erection
this year at Kalgoorie for oc-
cupation by Government employ-
ees?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Five houses plus 1 x 6 bedroom
duplex.
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WATER SUPPLIES
Gold fields Consumers

11. Mr. T. D. EVANS. Pursuant to notice.
asked the minister for Water Sup-
plies:
(1) Having regard to Increased min-

ing and exploratory work con-
cerned with exploitation of min-
erals in and around Kalgoorlie, is
it considered that steps taken by
the Government to ensure suffi-
cient water supplies to all gold-
fields consumers are adequate?

(2) What steps have been taken to
date?

Mr.
(1)
(2)

ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:
Yes.
The special requirements of a
large consumer have been subject
to agreement under which the
consumer has agreed to contribute
the capital cost of the improve-
ments commensurate with its
consumption.
Investigations Into a number of
alternatives for augmenting the
supply at Mundaring Weir area re-
ceiving full attention.

ROADS
High Road, Riverton

12. Mr. BATEMAN, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Works:

In view of the number of children
riding cycles along High Road,
Riverton, and the shocking and
dangerous condition of the road,
will he advise if the upgrading of
this road can be given top priority?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The Main Roads Department has
provided funds for constructing
a dual carriageway on the section
of High Road between Bateman
Road and Bull Creek Road. This
work has already started.
Further funds have been Provided
for the construction of a control-
led access road extending from
the Junction of High Road and
Central Road to Barbican Street.
The section of High Road extend-
ing east from its Junction with
Central Road is not a declared
main road and is the responsibil-
ity of the local authority.

SEWERAGE CONNECTIONS
Financial Grants

13. Mr. BATEMAN, pursuant to notice,
asked the Acting Premier:

Is it possible for a special finan-
cial grant to be made available to
the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Board to
finance advances to householders

on long term loan basis to meet
the high cost of connecting houses
to sewer mains?

Mr. NALDER replied:
No, as finance
would have to
capital resources
fully committed.

for this purpose
be drawn from

which are already

BRIDGE
Overhead Bridge at West Midland

14. Mr. BRADY, Pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Works:
(1) Is any action to be taken In the

near future to provide an over-
head bridge at West Midland for
safety of school children and other
railway commuters?

(2) Is he aware that vehicular traffic
and school children passing aver
the crosswalk on Great Eastern
Highway at West Midland is much
greater than on Guildford Road.
Ashfleld. where an overhead
bridge Is provided?

(3) Is he aware the density of traffic
-both vehicles and pedestrians-
is growing with the State's growth
and recreational activities at West
Midland (Harper Park) in par-
ticular?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Plans are being prepared for an

overhead Pedestrian bridge at West
Midland following which discus-
sion will be held with the Midland
Town Council.

(2) Recorded counts indicate a great-
er vehicle pedestrian conflict at
Ashfleld than at West Midland.

(3) Yes. However, it is not a problem
Peculiar to West Midland. Traffic
density and pedestrian conflict is
increasing throughout the metro-
politan area.

ROADS
Swan Street, Guildford

15. Mr. BRADY, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Works:
(1) Is the Provision of a main road

via Swan Street, Guildford to
connect with Bassendean on the
north side of the railway line still
part of the road planning as pro-
vided in the Stephenson Plan?

(2) If "Yes," when is the area adja-
cent to the Swan River at Guild-
ford to be proceeded with?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) A crossing of the Swan River join-

ing with Swan Street, Guildford,
is shown on the 1963 region plan
as an important regional road.
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(2) No plans have been prepared for
this work, as it is possible that
amendments to the proposed road
system in this, area will be neces-
sary.

RAILWAYS

Electrification
16. Mr. BRADY, Pursuant to notice, asked

the Minister for Railways:
(1) Has a feasibility study been made

of the Possibility of Placing the
metropolitan area and the south
west railway on a totally electri-
fled basis similar to the system
operating in the metropolitan and
near-metropolitan areas in Vic-
toria and New South Wales?

(2) If "Yes", what is the result of the
study?

(3) What Plans are operating to cap-
ture for the railways the upsurge
in commuters to and from the
city?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2). Studies as to feasibility

of electrification of the present
suburban rail system have been
carried out from time to time.
The latest elementary examina-
tion, made earlier this year, sug-
gests that considerable capital
outlay would be involved and that
savings In operating costs would
be only marginal.

(3) With the object of improving sub-
urban services the department
recently acquired an additional 10
modern railcars and 10 trailers.
Their introduction coincided with
the opening of the Midland ter-
minal.
The Present schedules include an
increased number of non-stop
trains at peak Periods to attract
commuters from outer areas and
further improvements will be
effected when faster running over
certain sections is introduced next
month.

HOSPITALS
Admittees: Alcoholic Condition

17. Mr. BRADY, Pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister representing the Minister
for Health:
(1) Are records kept in the Royal

Perth Hospital or other Govern-
ment hospitals of the alcoholic
condition of admittees to hospitals
in normal admissions and/or acci-
dent cases?

(2) If "Yes", how long have the re-
cords been kept?

(3) Are any records kept of the his-
tory of alcoholic and drug patients
for Royal Perth Hospital's future
mse and statistical records?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) At the Royal Perth Hospital and

other hospitals no special instruc-
tion is made to the medical staff
with regard to the keeping of
records of the alcoholic condition
of patients at the time of admis-
sion. However, if the medical
officer observes that the patient
Is, in his opinion, under the in-
fluence of alcohol, he may choose
to record this opinion in the
Patient's record and possibly carry
out a blood test to determine the
alcohol level. This again is part
of a normal assessment of a
Patient to assist in reaching a
correct diagnosis prior to carry-
ing out appropriate treatment of
the patient.

(2) Records have been kept for an
indefinite Period since this Is the
normal practice of medicine.

(3) No special record is kept of alco-
holic and drug patients at the
Royal Perth Hospital, but If
either of these is totally respon-
sible for the patient's admission
to hospital, e.g. diagnosis of acute
or chronic alcoholism or of bar-
biturate Poisoning, then the ap-
propriate code number of the
International Classification of
Diseases will be allotted.

HEALTH
Medical Practitioners

18. Mr. T. D. EVANS, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware of a communication

forwarded to members by the
goldflelds ward of the Country
Shire Councils Association ex-
Pressing concern at the shortage
of doctors in certain country dis-
tricts?

(2) Will he give earnest consideration
to having a review made of the
Provisions of the Medical Act
with a view to implementing suit-
able amendments to the Act so
as to more readily provide all
qualified Practitioners from over-
seas with the right to practise
their profession in Western Aus-
tralia?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:

(1) and (2) Yes. This letter followed
after a deputation was received by
the Minister on the 23rd June
from the executive of the Country
Shire Councils Association. At
the conclusion of the deputation,
and after the matter had been ex-
plained by the Minister, those
present expressed themselves as
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being quite satisfied with the ex-
isting arrangements. The letter
from the Goldfields Ward of the
Country Shire Councils Associ-
ation was received subsequent to
this deputation and apparently
without the knowledge of the
executive of the Country Shire
Councils Association. The Mini-
ister for Health answered the let-
ter on the 1st August and attached
to it the explanation which I table
with this reply.
Under all the circumstances, and
bearing in mind the advantages
which accrue in the placement of
doctors In remoter areas of the
State, it is not considered advisable
to grant universal registration to
overseas medical practitioners as
is suggested In the question.

The annerure was tabled.

HEALTH
Dental Health Scheme

19. Mr. H. D. EVANS, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) Is any change in the dental

health scheme of this State con-
templated?

(2) if so, when does he hope to be
In a posi tion to give details of
proposed changes?

(3) How many towns are there In
Western Australia seeking dental
treatment facilities at the present
time and are unable to secure the
services of a dental practitioner?

(4) Will he name these towns so posi-
tioned?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON repied:
(1) and (2) Yes, a pilot study is

nearly complete and a revised
system of dental health care will
be introduced shortly, full details
of which will be announced in a
few weeks time.

(3) and (4) All major country towns
have a dental service.
The Government has provided
dental staff as loeum tenens for
three vacant dental practices. It
is hoped to relinquish these areas
to a private practitioner as soon
as Possible. These towns are
Margaret River, Sojonup, and
Dalwallinu.
A residence and dental surgery is
being erected at Moora to attract
a dental service to this town.
Many smaller areas of population
seek dental service from time to
time and these are served by
mobile and dental services from
the department and the road
clinics of the Perth Dental Hos-
pital.

EDUCATION
Teacher Resignations and Appointments

20. Mr. H. D. EVANS, pursuant to notice,
asked the Mlinister for Education:
(1) How many full-time permanent

teachers resigned from the Edu-
cation Department in 1968 in each
of the primary, secondary, tech-
nical and teacher education divi-
sions?

(2) In each of the sections how many
of these resignations were for
reasons other than marriage?

(3) How many qualified teachers from
overseas or interstate joined the
Western Australian Education
Department on a Permanent bashs
in 1968?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Primary......

Secondary
Technical ..
Teacher education

(2) Primary.....
Secondary ..
Technical
Teacher education

... . . 220
. ... 190

.. 31
3

Ila
150

.... .. 28
1 -11- 2

(3) 214 teachers from overseen or
interstate joined the Western Aus-
tralian teaching service during
1968.

21. This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS
Avon Yards

22. Mr. McIVER, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Railways:

When can It be expected that a
reply to my letter of the 13th June
In relation to the sealing of the
parking area at Avon yards will
be given?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
The papers in connection with
this matter are with the Com-
missioner of Railways, who is at
present on an inspection tour of
parts of the eastern district. He
proposes to make a personal ex-
amination of the parking area at
Avon yards. if time permits.

HOUSING
Northam and Meckering

23. Mr. McITER, pursuant to notice,
asked the minister for Rousing:
(1) How many State Housing Com-

mission homes have been allocated
for construction in Northern in
the financial year 1969-70?

(2) Are any pensioner flats to be con-
structed in the new Meckering
townsite this financial year?
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Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Ten.
(2) No. (At present no couples are

registered and only one single
unit applicant is registered with
the commission).

HOUSING
Northamn

24. Mr. MoWVER, pursuant to
asked the Acting Premier:

notioe,

(1) Will any homes be constructed in
Northam this financial year under
the Government Employees' Hous-
ing Authority scheme?

(2) If so, when will tenders be called?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1)

(2)

Yes, four houses plus 1 x 6 bed-
room duplex.
In the near future.

HOUSING
Ballot for Sites

25. Mr. TOMS, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Housing:
(1) What were the conditions on

which applicants became eligible
in the recent ballot for the below
market value sites in the Dianella
and Morley area?

(2) Were any limitations placed upon
such applicants and, if so, what
were the limitations?

Mr. O'IEIL replied:
(1) Applicants were eligible for the

ballot provided they did not own
(a) a dwelling house located
within the limits of the Metro-
politan Region Planning Scheme;
or (b) land zoned urban within
the area of that scheme and which
is immediately suitable for the
erection of a dwelling house. A
further condition of eligibility
was that married couples were
classed as one applicant.

(2) Conditions imposed on applicants
were-
(a) To agree to the conduct of a

ballot for the lots and accept
the commission's decision as
final.

(b) In the event of being success-
ful in the ballot, to person-
ally select a lot at the time
appointed by the commission.
In the event of failure to so
select a lot, agreement to for-
feiture of priority until all
other lots have been selected.

(c) To commence construction of
the home and complete to
plate height within two years

- of allocation of the lot.

(d) To pay a deposit of 10 per
cent, of the purchase price of
the land immediately follow-
ing allocation and to enter
into a contract of sale and to
pay the balance within 28
days of allocation.

(e) To pay transfer fees, stamp
duty and other charges (if
any) and to pay for a re-
survey of the lot if this be-
comes necessary.

(f) To enter Into a bond of
$5,000 to retain the owner-
ship of the land for a period
of four years from the date
of allocation and to reside in
the dwelling erected thereon
until the four Year Period
expires.

(g) That failure to comply with
condition Mf would involve
liability under the bond.

(h) That a title would be made
available upon Payment of
the full purchase price of the
land.

(i) That in the event of default in
the payment of the purchase
price, an amount of $200 to
defray administrative and
other costs would be retained.

EDUCATION
Institute of TechnologV: Agricultural

courses
26. Mr. RUSHTON, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for Education:
(1) Has finality been reached by the

Western Australian Institute of
Technology regarding its agricul-
tural courses?

(2) Will a one year Post diploma
(associateship) course of a spedl-
alised nature be available corn-
mnencing 1971?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) In general terms yes, but subject

to further consideration that may
arise from any recommendation by
the advisory committee on agri-
cultural education which Is being
set up and greater opportunity for
the new principal to participate in
planning.

(2) This is still under consideration.

GASCOYNE RIVER
Dredging

27. Mr. NORTON, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Works:

Is the dredge which is working on
the entrance to Teggs Channel,
Carnarvon, also to dredge the bar
at the mouth of the south arm
of the Gascoyne River before it
leaves Carnarvon?
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Mr. ROSS HU1TCHINSON replied:
No. Dredging of bar at south arm
of the Gascoyne River has not
been Programmed by the Public
Works Department. The dredge
Fremantle would not be suitable
for such work.

ROADS
Shark Bay Area

28. Mr. NORTON, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Works:
(1) Is the Main Roads Department

making any special grants with
respect to the road from the
North West Coastal Highway to
Shark Bay and/or for the Tam-
ala-Useless Loop road from the
turn-off from the Shark Bay
road?

(2) If "Yes", what is the amount of
the grant or grants and where
are they to be spent?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON repied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Hamelin-Denham Road-

Formation improvements,
$15.000.

Maintenance, $10,000.
(b) Nllemah-Useless Loop Road-

Formation improvements,
$30,000.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Gascosne
29. Mr. NORTON, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment:
(1) With the present Government's

new concept of "regional develop-
ment" has he any Plans for the
Gascoyne and, if so, what are
they?

(2),When making a survey of the
Pilbara was Mr. David Lilienthal
asked to make any recommenda-
tions in respect of the Gascoyne?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Gascoyne is regarded as a logical

regional area within our current
planning and will be the subject
of a complete survey in due course.
In the meantime, efforts are
directed at individual projects
such as the Gascoyne River Dam
studies, potash/salt industry, etc.

(2) No. His work was specifically
directed at Pilbara.

BRIDGE
GaOone River, CarnarvOn

30. Mr. NORTON, pursuant to notice.
asked the Minister for Works:
(1) As the Gascoyne River Bridge at

Carnarvon is now over 40 Years

old and is showing signs of de-
terioration, are there any plans
for its reconstruction?

(2) If "Yes", what are the plans and
when will they be carried out?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) The Main Roads Department does

not have any plans for the re-
placement of the bridge over the
Gascoyne River at Carnarvon. The
present structure will be kept in a
safe condition by normal mainten-
ance.
The department is heavily en-
gaged on the completion of more
urgent bridge works between Car-
narvon and Port Hedland.

(2) Answered by (1).

BRIDGE
Seventh Avenue, Maylands

31. Mr. HARMAN, pursuant to notice.
asked the Minister for Traffic:
(1) When will work commence to

rehabilitate the Seventh Avenue
Bridge at Ivaylands?

(2) When Is It expected the bridge
will be reopened?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Early in 1970.
(2) End of March, 1970.

32. This question was postponed.

RESERVE 24049
Mining Conditions

33. Mr. GRAHAM, pursuant to notice.
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Mines:

Will be lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the conditions to
be imposed on the company which
has been granted the right to
mine on the flora and fauna re-
serve 24049?

Mr. BOVSIL replied:
No mining rights have yet been
granted on flora and fauna re-
serve 24049. (Jilbadji).
The mineral claims applied for on
the reserve have been recom-
mended for approval by the
warden, but they will not be con-
sidered until discussions have
taken Place with appropriate
authorities respecting conditions
to be imposed on mining in the
area.

.STAMP DUTY
Honme Purchase Transactions

34. Mr. TONKIN, Pursuant to notice,
asked the Acting Premier:
(1) Has he received a letter from Mr.

J. S. Maloney of South Perth pro-
testing against the imposition of



(AS~flSLYJ

stamp duty on home Purchase
transactions and making a sugges-
tion that where such transactions
relate to persons buying a home
for the first time stamp duty be
not charged?

(2) If "Yes", does he not consider that
the suggestion is constructive and
a worth-while measure of assist-
ance to young couples who are
facing serious financial problems
in acquiring a. home?

(3) Does he Propose to act on the
suggestion?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Consideration is being

given to the proposal but it is
apparent that such a scheme
would present administrative dif-
ficulties and could create anomna-
lies.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Albany Hiolhwsy-Shepperton Road-

Welakpooi Road Intersection
35. Mr. DAVIES, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for Works:
(1) Is It intended to install traffi

lights at the Shepperton-Weish-
pool Roads-Albany Highway inter-
section?

(2) If so, when Is it expected this will
be done?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Lights will be commissioned by

the end of September, 1969.

HOSPITAL
Mount Henry: Heating

36. Mr. MAY, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister representing the Minister
for Health:
(1) in connection with the Mount

Henry Hospital, will he advise,.-
(a) the reason why additional

internal heating has not been
provided in various wards
and corridors;

(b) if any consideration has been
given to Providing alternative
heating such as Sleenheat. gas
radiators?

(2) Because of the extreme cold con-
ditions currently being experi-
enced, would he give urgent con-
sideration to providing some
Immediate relief to the patients
at Mount Henry Hospital?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) I ant advised that vari-

ouis areas of the hospital are
heated to capacity as circum-
stances permit.

When the hospital was first built,
the lounges were provided with
heating by hot water from steamn
heated calorifiers flowing through
convection heaters.
In recent years, "0" Block and
additional heating in other areas
has been provided by means of
electrical heating.
The additional load has brought
the electrical capacity of the In-
stallation to a maximum and
until a new sub-station is built,
which is currently being investi-
gated, no further electrical heat-
ing equipment can be added.
Investigations are also being
made into the possibility of pro-
gressively increasing the room
heating by means of hot water
fan coil units. These may be in-
troduced in conjunction with
other structural alterations which
may be necessary.

PERTH RAILWAY LAND
Model of Project

37. Mr. BURKE, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Railways:
(1) When will the model of the West-

ern Australia Development Cor-
poration project for the Perth
railway land, recently shown to
the Premier in New York, be avail-
able for public viewing?

(2) would he indicate If there are
likely to be changes in the model
shown to the Premier?

Mr.- O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The final submission from the

Western Australia Development
Corporation will be received at
the end of this month and it is
anticipated that a new model will
be prepared on the company's
proposals after that date.

(2) This I could not say as I have not
seen the model shown to the~
Premier.

CONSUMER CREDIT AND
MONEY LENDING

Report
38, Mr. MAY, pursuant to notice, asked

the Minister representing the Minister
for Justice:

In connection with the report on
consumer credit and money lend-
Ig presented to the Standing
Committee of Federal and State
Attorneys-General in Brisbane
earlier this month, will he advise
If it Is the intention of the Gov-
erment to implement any of the
recommendations in connection
with misleading advertising, more
Information for consumers, the
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licensing and extension of' cover-
age of door-to-door salesmen and
the registration and liability of
used car dealers?

Mr. COURT replied:
Legal officers associated with the
Standing Committee of Attor-
neys-General are presently en-
gaged in making a critical analy-
sis of the recommendations con-
tained in the report.
The report has been distributed
to a cross section of those whose
business it concerns for their
comment.
The comprehensive nature of the
report will require careful con-
sideration of the recommenda-
tions before any decision to im-
plenment them is possible.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Station, Muja: Efficiency

39. Mr. JONES, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Electricity:

What is the efficiency of the Mula
generating station compared with
similar steam stations in Aus-
tralia?

Mr. NALDER replied:
For the year ended the 31st De-
cember, 1968:

Thermal
efflciency.

Mula.......................30.a
State Electricity Commis-

sionl of WA.
Osborne B3 ... 30.7
Plaford "B".........27.7

The Electricity Trust of
South Australia.

Wangi "*B . .. ... .. 30.7
The Electricity Commios-

Sion of N.S.W.

Wailerawang "B".......30.2
The Electricity CommIs-

Sion of N.S.W.
Tennyson "B.. .............. 28.51

The Southern Electricity
Authority of Queensland.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Station, Mujco: Production

Percentage, Coal
40. Mr. JONES, pursuant to notice, asked

the Minister for Electricity:
What percentage of the cost of
producing a unit of electricity at
the Mula generating station is
attributable to coal?

Mr. NALDER replied:
76.6 per cent. (excluding capital
and administration charges).

MINES DEPARTMENT BUilDING
Collie

41. Mr. JONES, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister representing the Minister
for Mines:
(1) Is he aware of the deplorable

conditions at the Mines Depart-
ment buildings at Collie and the
condition of the old building it-
self?

(2) If "Yes," will he give immediate
consideration to the building of a
new administrative centre for the
department?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) and (2) The condition of the

building occupied by the Senior
Inspector of Mines and his staff
at Collie was considered to be
.substandard earlier this year, and
the Public Works Department re-
quested to furnish a comprehen-
sive report on the building with a
view to providing satisfactory of-
fice accommodation.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Stations: Production Percentages

42. Mr. JONES, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Electricity;,

What percentage of power was
generated by the undermentioned.
power houses on a weekly basis
since week ending the 26th April,
1969-
(a) Banbury;
(b) Muja;
(c) South Fremantle;
(d) East Perth;
Ce) Collie?

Mr. NALDER replied:

loth
17th
24th
lot

June-
7thk

14th
Mest
28th

12th

26th

East South Dun-
Perth Fie- bury

Mantle

0.1

0.2

0.8
1-0
1-?
1.9

1-4
1.8
1-4
2-3

16-3
14-9

16.-0

7.5
7.4
86
5 1
8-5

14.5 8.1
18.1 B8
18-7 9-3
18.1 9.6

19-0 8-8
18.2 11.6
20.1 5-9
21.5 9-4

Mfule Vollie We!.
ling-
ton

Dan

74-7 1.5
76,2 1.
74.9 1-4
7758 1-3
73.9 1.4

7542 1.4
70-7 1.4
6090 1-3
6091 1l.8

89.5 1.3
87-2 1-2
O8.4 1.2
B5.0 1.2

TOTALJISATOR AGENCY BOARD
AGENCIE

43. Mr. JAbMSON, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Police:
(1) is it a fact that some Totailsator

Agency Board agencies are now
fully staffed by females?
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(2) What is the difference in hourly
pay rates for male and female
personnel employed in TA.B.
establishments?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) There is no difference in the

hourly pay rates fixed for male
and female personnel employed
by the board in totalisator agen-
cies.

HEALTH
Cigarette Smoking: Hazards

44. Mr. BERTRAM, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Health:

In view of the health hazards
alleged to be associated with
Cigarette smoking, will he specify
each and every of these hazards?

Mr. ROSS HUT1CHINSON replied:
Cancer of the lung; chronic bron-
chitis; and coronary heart disease
are the main hazards alleged.

EMPLOYMENT BROKERS
Fees

45. Mr. BATEMAN, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Labour:
(.1) Is there a law which governs

employment agencies?
(2) If "Yes", what is the percentage

payable by the employer and the
employee to the employment
agency?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Employment brokers are governed

by the provisions of the Employ-
ment ]Brokers Act, 1909-1918.

(2) Section 15 of that Act prescribes
that any payment or remunera-
tion in respect of any hiring
charged by an employment broker
must be charged equally to the
servant and the employer.

TRAFFIC
Flow: Causeway and Environs

46. Mr. DAVIES, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Works:

What are the latest available
figures for traffic flow In each
direction,
(a) across the Causeway;
(b) in Albany Highway, Canning

- Highway, Great Eastern.
Highway,

*at available points closest to the
Causeway?

Mr. ROSS H!7ECEDSON replied:
24 Hour Traffic Flows

To
Perth

Causeway (April 1968) 25,280
Canning- Highwy-

south of Causeway
(1Q80) . 3 . 3,42D

Great Eastern fligh.
way-north ofCnuse-
way (1999) 14,560

Albany Hlighway--cast
of Causeway (19(19) 19,400

From Total
Pezth
30,910 59,170

25,050

20,820
38,510

11,950

15,280

1 D,4 LO

EDUCATION
Country High School Hostel at

Kalgoorlie: Survey
47. Mr. BURT, pursuant to notice, asked

the Minister for Education:
(1) Is it the intention of the Educa-

tion Department to conduct an-
other survey this year to asses
the number of potential boarders
should a Country High School
Hostel be established at Kalgoor-
lie during 1970?

(2) If so, when would this survey be
undertaken and what goldfields
districts would be included?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) A survey will be conducted this

year for the purpose of establish-
ing the number of potential
boarders should a hostel be estab-
lished at Kalgoorlie in 1971, not
1970.

(2) The survey has just been com-
menced and will cover the Shires
of Kalgoorlie, Cuolgardie, Men-
zies, Leon ora, and Laverton, plus
an area south of Wiluna.

(3) Answered by (1) and (2).

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Financial Operations
48. Mr. JAMIESON, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for Police:
(1) What was the income the Treas-

ury received from the activities of
the Totalisator Agency Board
during the financial year ended
the 30th June, 1969?

(2), What was the respective pay-
ments made to the Western Aus-
tralian Turf Club and other turf
clubs from T.AB. activities dur-
in the same period?

(3) What was the respective pay-
ments made to the Western Aus-
tralian Trotting Association and
other trotting clubs during the
last financial year?

(4) What was the retained profit of
the Totalisator Agency Board
during this period?

(5) What was the total value of
assets of all kinds held by the
Totalisator Agency Board after

80
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paying out all moneys required by
the Act at the conclusion of the
financial year?

(6) What commercial undertakings
has the Totalisator Agency Board
now under its control and what
were the respective profits and/or
losses of these undertakings dur-
ing the last financial year?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) The board's year ended on the

31st July, 1969. For that period
the Treasury received or will re-
ceive a total of $3,233,678.

(2) to (5) The board's accounts have
not yet been finalised and audited
for the financial year ended the
31st July, 1969. When this has
been done, this information will
be shown in the report to be
tabled in Parliament.

<6) The board owns the shares in
Fairplay Newspaper and Printing
Works Pty. Ltd. but the affairs
of this company have not been
finalised as yet for the last finan-
cial year.

TRAFFIC
Accidents at Junction of Harbourne
Street and Scarborough Beach Road

49. Mr. BERTRAM, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Police:
(1) How many accidents have occur-

red at the junction of Harbourne
Street and Scarborough Beach
Road. Osborne Park, in each of
the five years ended the 30th
June, 1969?

(2) Is it intended to take any action
to render said junction safer?

(3) If "Yes", what action will be
taken and when?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) All details of accidents are re-

corded in calendar years and not
financial years. The following
information is recorded for acci-
dents at the Scarborough Beach
Road - Harbourne Street junc-
tion-

Fatal Injury Major Minor Total
1065 .. ... 6 it 13 30
1966 .... 13 12 25
1967 ... ... 3 1s 10 31
1065 2 21 14 37

l"90or) 2 16 3 21

(2) Yes.
(3) Plans are being prepared for the

installation of traffic signals at
this intersection. Consideration
will be given to the provision of
funds in the 1970-71 programme
of works.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Legislation
50. Mr. BATEMAN, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Justice:
(1) In view of the concern shown by

correspondents in the Opinion
Column of The West Australian
newspaper regarding cruelty to
rabbits, which after being caught
in traps and suffering broken legs
are kept alive in cages for meat
Preservation purposes, will he
advise if there is any law to cover
this type of cruelty to animals?

(2) If so, what is the law and how
is it enforced?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) The rabbit, although for many

purposes vermin, is also an animal
under the provisions of the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals Act,
1920. 'This Act contains very wide
definitions and although one may
destroy rabbits one is not entitled
to subject them to unnecessary
pain or suffering (section 4, sub-
section (1), paragraph (f)). Ac-
cordingly, once a rabbit is brought
into captivity. if it is then Ill-
treated or is caused unnecessary
suffering, the offender may be
prosecuted and is liable to a mnaxi-
mum penalty on first conviction of
$100 or six months' imprisonment
(section 4, subsection (1)).

(2) By section 9 of the Act, constables
may lay complaints for offences
and by section 10 of the Act, in
certain circumstances, they may
apprehend offenders without a
warrant. Section 15 gives power
to a magistrate to appoint as
special constables any person who
Is an officer, agent or servant of
the Royal Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals of
Western Australia Incorporated.
When appointed, these special
constables have most of the
powers of an ordinary constable
but not the power to arrest with-
out warrant.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

OUTDOOR SIGNS
Report bvy Mr. P. Brown

Mr. BERTRAM, without notice, asked
the Minister for Railways:
(1) Referring to his answers to my

questions on the 1st May, 1969,
and the 19th June, 1969, relative
to Mr. P. Brown, has he received
Mr. Brown's final report?

(2) If "Yes," will he table it together
with his interim reports and, if
so, when? If "No," why not?
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(3) Has the balance of the moneys to
be paid to Mr. Brown been paid?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The report will be considered by

Cabinet before consideration is
given to its tabling.

(3) In connection with the payment
of moneys, approval has been
given for payment of the balance
to Mr. Brown.
I do not know at this stage
whether or not he has received
this.

ADDRESS-IIN-REPLY: SECOND DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 31st July, on
the following motion by Mr. MePharlin:-

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to:*-

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) F5.3 p-.n.: It is a matter of
seome regret to me that I was not present
last Thursday to hear His Excellency read
the Speech. I have since read the Speech
and It is a most colourless document, nota-
ble, I think, for what was left out of it
rather than for what was put into it.

In the present situation of serious
drought conditions in the State, where
many farmers are at their wit's end to
know what is going to happen next and
how they are going to carry on, one would
have expected that there would be some
reference in the Speech to their plight and
some indication as to what the Govern-
ment proposed to do to alleviate the dis-
tress which is unfortunately growing. There
is not one line; there Is not a single ref-
erence to It at all.

This is one of the most pressing prob-
lems confronting the State today, but this
attitude of the Government conforms to
the attitude it adopted all through last
session when members on this side were
moving for Inquiries into various aspects
of primary production in order to establish
the need for remedial action. All we met
with from the Government side was,
"Things are not too bad. They will come
right in time. There is no need for any
immediate action."

We have now reached the present stage
when very considerable trouble exists. In-
stead of lauding and preening itself upon
various developments in mineral resources

and the like, one would have expected the
Government to be really concerned about
this situation.

Mr. Nalder: It is concerned.
Mr. TONIN: The Government has said

nothing about It and has done nothing to
show its concern up to date.

Mr. Nalder: You are trying to panic a
situation. What areas of the State are suf-
fering from drought conditions? Name
them, please. Yesterday we were In touch
with 15 local authorities and not one will
admit at this point of timne that drought
conditions obtain in its area.

Mr. TONKIN: What does the Minister
think about it? Does he think there are
no drought areas?

Mr. Nalder: I am going on the report,
Mr. TONKIN: What does the Minister

think about it?
Mr. Nalder: Not one local authority will

admit that drought conditions exist.
Mr. TONKIN: That is what the local

authorities think. What does the Minister
think?

Mr. Naider: I am not able to travel
around the State, and I am concerned
with what my advisers say.

Mr. TONKIN: I am concerned as to
whether the Government-

Mr. Nalder: Have you bean out and had
a look?.

Mr. TONKIN: -believes there are any
areas of real distress in the fanning com-
munity.

Mr. Nalder: That is a different situation
altogether. You said "drought." The Gov-
erment admits there are some areas of
distress, but not areas of drought. There Is
a difference

Mr. TONKIN4: Are they not due to
drought?

Mr. Nalder: No.
Mr. TONKIN': What are they due to?

Are they due to the Government's inepti-
tude?

Mr. Graham: Yes.
Mr. Lewis: Again, no.
Mr. Bertram: That would be the answer.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We do not take

that on ourselves.
Mr. TONKIN: The cause of it is not

something that we need waste time in
arguing. The problem is whether or not
these conditions exist, and I say most
definitely they do exist, unfortunately, and
I am afraid the situation is going to
worsen.

Mr. Nalder: The Government has every-
thing under control.

Mr. TONKIN: Under those circum-
stances I would have expected some ref er-
ence to the situation in the Speech made
by His Excellency. Certainly I expected
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a line or two, or perhaps a paragraph, but
there was not a single syllable. This re-
flects the Government's general attitude
to the position, and not only to this ques-
tion, unfortunately, but to a number of
other questions, as I shall show when I
proceed.

Obviously we will have before us in due
course some legislation to deal with wheat
quotas. I have been particularly interested
in reading of the controversy which is
taking Place from one end of the con-
tinent to the other with regard to the
Production of wheat and wheat sales. Wes-
tern Australia is, unfortunately, at a con-
siderable disadvantage inasmuch as our
wheat is all f.a.q. wheat. We cannot get
the advantage of any premium wheat so
ours will be the last to be sold.

In Calling upon farmers to deliver to the
pool a good deal of wheat for which they
will receive no guarantee of payment for
a very long time, an undue burden is being
imposed upon a section of the farming
community. it is not so difficult for
doctors and lawyers who have invested in
farming as a taxation investment, but it
is difficult for genuine farmers who are in
the business to earn their livelihood.

Mr. Gayfer: Who is telling you that
Western Australlan wheat will be the last
to be sold?

Mr. TONKIN: My reason: because it is
f.a.q. it will be sold after premium wheat.

Mr. Gayfer: Wheat which is f.a.q. is pre-
dominant in other States as well.

Mr. TONKIN: It may be predominant.
but I am arguing that f.a.q. wheat will
have to take second place to the sales of
premium wheat.

Mr. Gayfer: Four years ago.-
Mr. TONKIN: I ask the member for

Avon to make his speech in due course
when, indeed, I will be glad to hear it.

I am very interested in the argument be-
ing submitted by Mr. Maisey. I consider
that this gentleman knows something about
wheat and wheat marketing, and it is
significant that his opinions conflict-

Mr. Gayfer: With Mr. Walsh.
Mr. TONKIN: -with many of the

opinions of certain members of this H-ouse
including the honourable member who has
just interjected.

Mr. Gayfer: And including Peter Walsh,
the Labor candidate against Mr. Maisey.

Mr. TONKIN: When this legislation
comes before the House. Mr. Speaker, I
hope we will have the privilege of hearing
the expert opinion of the member for Avon,
who has been interjeeting on this subject.

Mr. Gayfer: You will.
Mr. TONKIN: it seems to me that Mrz.

Maisey definitely has a point when he says
that the western Australian quota should

have been larger than that already agreed
upon. However, nobody seems to have done
much about it-ther than the honourable
member to whom I referred-and no effort
has been made to establish this situation.
I have not been able to find any arguments
to disprove his contention on this very
point.

Reference is made in this morning's
paper to "too rigid thinking" in certain
quarters and I agree absolutely. It passes
my comprehension why farmers who are in
need of fodder for starving stock cannot
get wheat unless they pay the full price
for It- price which is higher than they
can receive when they deliver wheat. The
farmers are told that legislation is in the
way and by the time the legislation could
be altered then the stock would be dead.
The stock will be dead anyhow if that is
to be the answer.

I propose to give an illustration with
regard to rigid thinking from my own
experience to show how it is impossible for
some people to get away from regulations
and rules and to use a little initiative in
a serious situation.

As members know, at one time it was
my privilege to represent the district of
North East Fremantle in which the State
Implement Works was located. During
the war, the State Implement Works
received a contract for the manufacture
of track links for bren gun carriers, The
manager of the works, who is now dead,
got in touch with me and explained that
he could not get on with the war contract
because he could not get the material.
Members who can throw their minds back
far enough will realise that during this
Period it was extremely difficult to get
even a tin of lactogen across from the
Eastern States because of the pressure on
the rolling stock. The manager told me
that at that very moment there was a
cargo of steel on the Fremantle wharf.
This steel had been unloaded from a ship
which had been proceeding to Singapore
to deliver the steel but which had turned
back. The manager told me that, despite
his representations, the Customs Depart-
ment would not release the steel. Hle came
to me to see what I could do.

I went across and spoke to the gentle-
man who was then in charge of the
Customs Department. I explained to him
the dire need of the country to have these
track links made for bren gun carriers. I
said that the State Implement Works had
the manpower to do the Job and wanted
to get on with it but, as circumstances
were, it looked like being weeks before the
works would get the requisite material. I
asked him whether he could release the
materfial which was on the wharf at that
moment.
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The gentleman concerned picked up his
book and read certain regulations in an
effort to show me that he had an obliga-
tion to deliver the steel to the consignee
when the war was over. I was dumb-
founded. I said that he was basing his
decision on a lot of assumptions. He was
assuming that we would succeed in the
war; that he would still be alive to dis-
charge his obligation; and that the
consignee would still be alive to receive
the steel in due course.

Consequently I sent a very long telegram
explaining the situation to the then Minis-
ter for Supply, who was Mr. Beasley.
Within 24 hours men had come over from
the State Implement Works and were tak-
ing delivery of the steel. In accordance
with the law and in accordance with the
regulations the steel was supposed to stay
there for several years; but it did not,
because the need for it was paramount.

I suggest that example of rigid thinking
on the part of departmental officers is
appropriate in the case of wheat. Here
we have farmers who are anxious to get
wheat to feed starving stock; we have the
storages full of wheat, and yet it appears
to be beyond the wit of man to devise a
scheme which would make it possible for
that wheat to become available to the
farmers who need it. I say it is time some-
body used a little commonsense in this
situation and did something about it.

Mr. Nalder: You know there is a lot of
coarse grain being delivered to farmers.

Mr. TONKIN: I1 have also read that that
coarse grain will soon be used up, and
before it is I suggest that somebody make
some plans to deliver wheat when the
coarse grain has run out.

Mr. Fletcher: Have the farmers been
paid for wheat in storage?

Mr. Nalder: Yes, a first advance.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister for Works
yesterday made an explanation about a
further concession which the Government
has agreed to make to the various country
shires in connection with the Federal Aid
Roads Agreement. If one casts one's mind
back to when this legislation was first
brought to Parliament in a hurry, one will
appreciate what little thought the Gov-
erment gave to the situation. The legis-
lation is not Yet fully understood in the
right places, and I do not believe the Gov-
ernment has finished making concessions,
because it will become aware from time to
time time of the difficulty In which local
authorities have been placed because of
the altered arrangements.

We on this side of the House urged in
the first place that more careful considera-
tion should be given to the whole position,
and that there should not be haste in
proceeding with the legislation, and that
the local authorities should be given more

reasonable treatment; and we still say that.
We still say that what the Government
has done it was not obliged to do.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am sorry to say
you still do not know the situation.

Mr. TONKIN: If that be so, how did it
come about that the Minister was able
to make his latest concession?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Mr. Speaker.
the Leader of the Opposition just does not
know the situation. The ability of the
Minister to take such action as I have
just taken is inbuilt in the legislation,
and I described this to the Chamber.

Mr. TONKIN: Why did not the Minister
take this action in the first place?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Oh!
Mr. TONKIN: I know it is awkward.
Mr, Ross Hutchinson: You still do not

understand; that is the dismaying thing.
My goodness me!

Mr% TONKIN: I appear to be filtering
through to the Minister's mind.

Mr. Graham: Miracles sometimes hap-
pen!1

Mr. TONKIN: Our attitude from the
start was that it was possible for the
Government to do far more with the leg-
islation as originally introduced than At
was prepared to do, and from that posi-
tion the Government has, step by step,
made available additional concessions,
Proving beyond doubt that if what the
Minister says is correct-that the flexi-
bility was there-the concessions could
have been given in the first place.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I tried to tell
you that at the time.

Mr. TONKIN: What the Minister has
not yet told me is why he did not do this
in the first place if the flexibility was
there. Was the Government holding
out to try to make the best possible deal
and to give away as little as possible when
it had the power to be more generous?
From what the Minister has said by way
of interjection, apparently that was the
situation. I anticipate that as the pres-
sure is kept on, the Government will find
it possible, within this flexibility, to grant
further concessions-a indeed, it should. I
have had figures Presented to me which
show that some local authorities will be
$30,000 and $40,000 a year worse off.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Have you got the
examples there?

Mr. TONKIN: The honourable member
will hear these examples during the course
of the Address-in-Reply.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Don't ask diffi-
cult questions!

Mr. TONKIN: It is not a difficult ques-
tion. The Minister will be surprised in duF.
course.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: local authorities
have been asked to submit their eases to
myself or the commissioner if there are
special circumstances surrounding them.
and they can be appropriately dealt with.

Mr. TONKIN: That is interesting; it
suggests that what I said a moment ago is
correct-that further Concessions will be
made in due course if Pressure is main-
tained.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Discretion is
written into the Act for this purpose.

Mr. TONKIN: The point I make is that
the Government should have given to all
the local authorities in the first place the
maximum which the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement permitted it to give-

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: It was virtually
impossible.

Mr. TONKIN: -instead of holding out
and forcing the local authorities to gain a
little more here and a little more there.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is not possible
to cater for everyone in all legislation.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the question. De-
spite what the Minister is saying, I repeat
that in our view the Government, in mak-
ing this drastic change with regard to
vehicle licenses, has been unfair to coun-
try ratepayers; and it has placed local
authorities in the position that they will
not be able to avoid increasing rates on
People who are. in many cases, in no finan-
cial position to bear additional burdens.

This brings me to the point that so far
as I could see there was no mention in
His Excellency's Speech of any intention to
reduce the road maintenance tax. Surely
there should have been some reference to
whether the Government planned to do
this or not. I have read that members
of the Country Party attended a confer-
ence at which a resolution was carried
that something ought to be done about
this matter. Those members make up half
the Government.

Mr. Craig: The better half, too.

Mr. TONKIN: We are waiting to see
some evidence of the strength of the
Country Party members of the Govern-
ment-if they have any. This is definitely
a question of an unfair and unequal burden
being imposed upon those remotest from
the city. It is a question requiring the
attention-and the early attention-of the
Government.

I read that the member who had the
honour of moving the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-Reply last Thursday
spoke about the necessity of removing the
burdens on country People. This is one
way in which a very positive step could be
taken in that direction; and I would
remind members that it was part of Labor
Policy at the last election.

Mr. Rushton: What would you raise the
tax on?

Mr. TONKIN: I was interested to read
a few comments made by a member in
another place. He was speaking about
the Wooroloo Hospital and I understand
he had never visited it. He mentioned
the unhygienic condition of the hospital
and quite rightly this brought forth a
protest from the medical officer in charge.
I hope that officer will not be put on the
mat by the Public Service Commissioner
for daring to protest about what was said
regarding his establishment. A short time
ago an invitation to visit Wooroloo was
sent to members of Parliament.

Mr. Cash: Some members.
Mr. TONKIN: All right; I do not know

how many. However. I received an invita-
tion and I went along, and I heard mem-
bers of the public who were there say
that they were disappointed at the attend-
ance of the members of Parliament who
had been invited.

Mr. Craig: They were not invited; that
is why. I did not receive an Invitation.

Mr. Cash: I did not get one.
Mr. TONKIN; The Minister for Police
wois the member for the district cannot

get away with that.
Mr. Craig: Mr. Speaker, I assure you

I did not receive an invitation to attend,
and that is the trutl.

Mr. TONKIN: I will accept what the
Minister says, but I was told at Wooroloo
that he had been invited. It was a worth-
while visit. I had the opportunity of speak-
ing to a number of inmates, one of whom
had been there for 12 months, and there
was not a single complaint. Everyone
spoke highly of the institution and was
sorry that he or she was going to be
emptied out.

When I compare the conditions at
Wooroloo and the cost of the service
provided with what thousands of old people
have to put up with in many "C"-clas
hospitals, r wonder at the thinking of the
Government in its intention to close this
institution. I consider wonderful work is
being done at the hospital. It is a tre-
mendous advantage to the people there,
and instead of closing the place. the Gov-
ernment ought to be looking for opportu-
nities to extend it so that the service which
is being provided at present can be en-
larged; because at the moment, every time
the Commonwealth Government decides to
make an additional Payment to people in
"C"-class hospitals, a number of those hos-
pitals immediately raise their charges and
take the lot. This leaves the relatives of the
patients to find additional money to pay
the charges; whereas at Wooroloo all that
is required to pay for the treatment is the
pension of those who are pensioners
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So instead of depriving these people of
this service, as the Government proposes
to do, the Government ought to be extend-
ing the facilities and making them avail-
able to still more people in need of them.
I deplore what was said in another place
about this hospital. It was completely
unjustified, and a slur on the excellent
staff who are trying to run the place under
extremely difficult conditions.

I noticed in this evening's paper that
the Minister for Housing hit out left, right,
and Centre against the gentleman who had
the temerity to suggest that there was
anything like a housing problem in West-
ern Australia. The Minister referred to,
"This wise man from the East." We could
do with a few more wise men from various
places to sheet home to the Government
that there is a critical housing problem
for low-income families in this State,
despite the excellent record in the private
sector. -

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is the point.

Mr. TONIN: It does not do much goad
to refer to the building rate in Western
Australia being double what it is anywhere
else, unless we take into consideration that
the need for houses is double what It is
anywhere else. But the waiting list for
people in certain categories in Western
Australia has lengthened to four years. It
was nothing like that when the Govern-
ment came into office.

The week before last I made represen-
tations on behalf of a Person In the Fre-
mantle area and I received a letter back
which indicated that there was a four-
year wait. In those circumstances,' what
justification is there for taking to task a
man who points out that there is a housing
problem? Of course there is a housing
problem!

I have numerous Instances of people
who have been evicted because the houses
in which they are living are to be bull-
dozed to make way for garages, for oil
company installations, for fiats, and the
like; and when I request that these cases
might be regarded as emergent cases, I am
told that the applicants must take their
turn on the list--a list on which there Is
a four-year wait.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: If people own
their houses and have them taken away for
oil companies, they would be able to secure
other houses.

Mr. TONKIN: What If they do not own
their own houses?

Mr. Ross Hutchnsn: That is a different
set of circumstances.

Mr. TONKflN; Of course It is, and that
is the different set of circumstances to
which I am referring.

Mr. O'Neil: Would you agree with the
comment he is reported to have made in
this morning's paper that in Western Aus-
tralia house-building has generally kept
up with demand?

Mr. TONKIN4: No I would not.
Mr. O'Neil: It depends on the paper you

read.
Mr. TONKIN: Would the Minister agree

with It?
Mr. O'Neil: You are quoting Hannaford

as being an expert and you are criticising
me for criticising him. In two separate
newspapers there are two separate reports,
which differ.

Mr. TONKIN: When replying to Mr.
Hannaford the Minister relied completely
on the building being done by the private
sector for which he Is in no way entitled
to take credit,

Mr. O'Neil: What makes you assume
that?

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister said It, I1
did not have to assume it.

Mr. O'Neil: How do you know I said
it? I anm reported to have said It.

Mr. TONKIN: I will not argue with the
Minister if he says he has been mIsre-
ported.

Mr. O'Neil: I did not say I was mise-
Ported. Quote what I said.

Mr. TONKIN: I will do that, if you will
permit me, Mr. Speaker. Apparently the
Minister wants me to read the lot. The
heading is, "O'Neil Slates 'wise man from
East' ".

Mr. Court: That is a good heading.
Mr. TONKflN: On page 2 of the final

issue of the Daily News of today's date we
find the report to which I have referred.

Mr. O'Neil: That is the first final issue.
You might notice that all the issues of the
Daily News are final issues,

Mr. TONKINf: I will further identify it
by saying it is the issue I hold In my hand
at the moment. I quote-

Housing Minister O'Nell lashed back
today at Housing Industry Association
national president W. J. Hannaford's
recent criticism of W.A. housing, call-
ing hint a "wise man from the East,"

The Minister called him that yesterday
by Interjection. To continue-

Mr. Hannaford had given no credit
to the Government and the housing
industry for their efforts to ease the
Problem, Mr. O'Neil said.

During his current W.A. visit Mr.
Hannaford has suggested that local
developers are reaping higher profits
than In other states and, more recently,
accused the State Housing Commission
of cashing in on the land boom.
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I think both those statements are correct,
but that is my opinion. The article con-
tinues--

Mr. O'Neil said today: "Mr. Hanna-
ford appears to be one of those wise
men from the East who has had a
superficial glance at the housing Prob-
lem here and then proceeds to tell us
what should be done.

"Hle ought to have had at least the
courtesy to discuss with ire the cur-
rent situation if he was going to make
comments on housing in this State."

The Minister said Mr. Hannaford
seemied to have overlooked the fact
that in rezoning to urban large areas
of land in the Arinadale corridor and
introducing land improvement plans.
the Government was acting upon rec-
ommendations made by the HIA itself.

It appeared also that Mr. Hannaford
had failed to heed statistics in the
June. 1969. issue of his own associa-
tion's Journal.

This showed that WA home building
activity was the highest of any Austra-
lian state.

These statistics, for the year to June,
1968, showed that WA was building
15 homes for every 2000 head of popu-
lation compared with 10.6 in Victoria,
9.8 in both NSW and Queensland, 8.8
in Tasmania and 7.5 in South Aus-
tralia.

Mr. O'Nell said "This high rate of
building is one of the key factors In
the high price of land. Where land Is
being consumed at such a high rate
land prices will continue to remain
high."

in your opinion. Mr. Speaker, does not that
establish that the Minister was building
his reply upon taking advantage of the
building being carried out in the private
Sector, because In the Government sector
the story Is a different one completely?

Mr. O'Neil: Rubbish 1
Mr. TONKIN: We have 1.800 houses a

year.
Mr. O'Neil: That is your interpretation

of the figures.
Mr. Ross Hutehinson: They are still

houses.
Mr. TONKIN: They are houses, but 4.000

houses a year are required hn that sector.
Mr. Rloss Hutchinson: They still house

people.
Mr. TONKIN: The Government to not

building enough houses to meet the cur-
rent applications coming forward, let alone
those on the list.

Mr. Craig: He is right in that.
Mr. TONKIN: This has been the case for

months and we are talking about a i-
grant programme and about bringing
migrant tradesmen here. In what are they

going to live? It ought to be appreciated
that when houses are being bulldozed, as
they are, to make room for fiats, we are
dispossessing families and providing ac-
commodation for couples without families.

It is extremely difficult for families with
small children to get flat accommodation.
When they make application and say they
have small children their application is
refused. Accordingly the Government is
reducing the availability of low-cost hous-
ing for families with small children whilst
increasing the availability of high-priced
housing for families with grown children.

That is the situation which the Govern-
mnent is failing to appreciate. One point
which Mr. Hannaford made was that rents
were too high, and so they are; and they
are continuing to rise. It is time the Gov-
ernment, in the interests of the low-income
groups who are experiencing the pinch,
thought about doing something to stemn
this trend.

Why, Mr. Speaker, the Government had
the temerity to advise His Excellency to
tell Parliament that the advantages from
mineral development and the like were
flowing on to every sector of the economy!
How much have the pensioners gained
from it? How much have the f armers
gained from it? I know a number of retail-
ers who deny they have derived any bene-
fit from it.

Accordingly it is misrepresenting the
situation to say that this benefit has
flowed on to every sector of the economy,
when it has done nothing of the kind. It
is true that some people have benefited;
indeed some have made fortunes. But it
is not true to say that this benefit has
flowed on to every sector of the economy.

You will remember well, Mr. Speaker,
that from time to time we have urged
from this side of the House that there
should be a further inquiry Into what is
known as the Darryl Beanaish case. We
did all we could to have an inquiry carried
out to establish whether or not Beamisli
was guilty of the crime for which he is
serving a life sentence. We were supported
in our attitude by a very well written book
by Professor Brett who said straight out
that he considered that Beamnish should
be released. But the Goverrnent has
continued to turn a deaf ear to our repre-
sentations.

When I was in the east recently I was
very interested in a case which is similar
to the Beamnish case. I quote from
The Age of Tuesday, the 29th July. 1969--

Man sentenced to 18 years' gaol has
case reviewed.
New facts after 5 years, lawyer tells
inquiry.

The lawyer who told that to the inquiry
was acting on behalf of the Crown Law
Department which Prosecuted this man
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in the first place. P. M. Woodward, Q.C.
represented the Crown. The article con-
tinues as follows:-

A Queen's Counsel told a court of
inquiry yesterday that the Crown now
had more facts on the McLeod-Llndsay
case.

Alexander McLeod-Lindsay went to
gaol five years ago after he was found
guilty of the attempted murder of his
wife, and of causing grievous bodily
harm to his four-year-old son.

He was sentenced to 18 years, in-
prisoninent.

At his trial the prosecution claimed
that McLeod-Lindsay had left a
Sylvania hotel-motel where he was
working casually for the evening
-believing .his absence would not be
noticed.-commltted the crimes, and
then returned to work.

Mcteod-Lindsay Pleaded not guilty
to both charges. An appeal was dis-
missed.

Mr. P. M. Woodward, Q.C. (for the
Crown) told the inquiry yesterday that
two detectives were among several wit-
nesses who bad told the inquiry they
had seen McLeod-Lindsay in the hotel-
motel at the relevant time.

Mr. Woodward said that the court
was told at McLeod-Lindsay's trial
that there was no evidence of sexual
assault on Mrs. McLeod-Lindsay. A
hospital report did not confirm this.

This was not revealed at the trial.
You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that the
Darryl Beamish case was something simi-
lar to that.

A question had been asked as to whether
it was possible for the murdered girl in
the Beamish case to have spoken: and
there was a doctor who gave the reply that
it was indeed possible that she had-but
that information was not made available
at the trial and the situation was some-
what similar to this any. The report goes
on-

* Police evidence at the trial was that
a6 windjaeket worn by MoLeod-Linday
was sprayed with drops of blood when
his wife received extensive head in-
juries.

New evidence from a neuro-surgeon,
Dr. G. Arthurs, would support the
case for the defence at the trial that,
in some circumstances, blood would
spurt with dislodgement of a clot.

On July, 6 the Attorney General
(Mr. McCaw) appointed Mr. Justice
tee to conduct an inquiry into the
case.

Mr. Woodward told the inquiry that
about 50 witnesses would be sub-
poenaed.

Here is a case where the Crown in the
first instance prosecuted a man success-
fully. He was found guilty and sentenced
to 18 years' gaol, but now we find the
Crown coming forward saying that certain
evidence had not been made available at
the trial-that there were witnesses who
could testify to the fact that this con-
demned man had been in the hotel-motel
at the time he said he was; and if that
were so he could not have committed the
crime for which he was condemned.

If the Government in New South Wales
adopted the same attitude as this Govern-
ment, this man would have no hope of
getting out of gaol. Members on this sidt
of the House and Professor Brett have
submitted reasons why there should be an
inquiry in order to elucidate these points
and to determine whether or not Beam ish
was guilty. It is on our consciences if
we do not do that. What is the difference?
I have no doubt whatever that the prose-
cution in this McLeod-]Lindzay case was,
in all good faith, absolutely certain that
the man was guilty and pushed the case
in that direction, but we find now that
it is prepared to come forward and admit
it could have been wrong. There are new
facts which have come to the notice of
the prosecution which warrant an inquiry.

Surely the same situation exists in
Western Australia with regard to Darryl
Beam ish! There are many people-and
I am one of them-who believe that Darryl
Beamish is not guilty. I1 am in good com-
pany. Whilst this belief exists, I think
there is a responsibility upon the Govern-
ment to do the same as the Government
of New South Wales is prepared to do. I
suggest that the Government should have
another look at this question-a very seri-
ous look at it-with a view to holding an
inquiry and appointing a judge to carry
it out.

When I was speaking yesterday I made
reference to the fact that the Government
had not done very much to assist in keep-
ing down the price of land because it had
conducted a sale and put a. reserve price
upon the land.

The Minister for Housing displayed some
interest and required detail, which I was
unable to supply, but I undertook to sup-
Ply it in due course. At the time I assured
him that what I said was correct. Now
I propose to prove it. I quote f rom the
Daily Newos of the 9th March, 1968. from
an article headed "40 Karrinyup blocks
bring $251,600 in 55 mlns." The article
goes on to say-

The blocks, sold by the R. & I.
Bank, carry a $2,000 bond, payable to
the bank if the land is disposed of
within four years.

Top bid of the day was $7,200, for
a block with an upset price of $4,600.

Mr. Speaker, you would know that an
upset price means a reserve price-and
that is precisely what I said. It matters
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little to my argument whether the reserve
prices were exceeded. The paint I wanted
to make was that the Government was
not Prepared to put these blocks on the
market and sell them for what they would
bring. Instead, it imposed upon them a
reserve Price below which it was not pre-
pared to sell.

Mr. O'Nell: I understood you to say
that the State Housing Commission had
done this. I cannot recall its being done
by the commission.

Mr. TONKIN: I was led to believe it
was State Housing Commission land being
sold by the R. & 1. Bank.

Mr. O'Neil: The land was transferred to
the R. & I. flank.

Mr. TONKIN: Ftom where?
Mr. O'Neil: You are trying to imply

that the R. & 1. Bank acted as agent for
the commission, which it did not do. ]
still say you said that the State Housing
Commission sold land on which there were
reserve prices.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister wants to
split hairs like that, all right. The situ-
ation is that a Government instrumen-
tality sold land which apparently once be-
longed to the Housing Commission and
which was transferred to the R. & 1. Hank
for some purpose unknown to me and the
land was put on the market with a reserve
price. I say that is no way in which to
bring down the price of land.

Mr. Rushton: How far would you agree
the Price of land should be reduced?

Mr. TONK~IN: As far down as we can
get it. I would like to see State Housing
Commission land reduced to a6 figure which
would cover the cost of acquiring it, plus
the interest involved in holding it over the
period.

Mr. Rushton: What about the private
sector?

Mr. TONKIN: If that were done it would
force down prices in the private sector, be-
cause owners of land in that sector would
not be able to get any buyers and they
would then be obliged to bring down the
price of the land.

Mr. Rushton: What about the present
owners of land and houses-young families
who have bought land and houses?

Mr. TONKIN: We have done our best
to make land available cheaply to them.
It is not our fault that they have had to
pay these high prices. Because some other
people, owing to the failure of the Govern-
ment to take requisite action, have been
obliged to pay high prices is no reason
why everybody else from now on
should have to do the same thing. If that
Is to be the argument with regard to hous-
ing, we will not have much luck with land
taxation, because one would be entitled
to argue that one cannot reduce taxation

next year, because it would be unfair to
somne people who paid the increased tax-
ation last year.

Mr. Rushton: You are stretching too far.
Mr. TONKIN: That is a line of argument

I am not prepared to accept. A further
article in this Paper is headed, "Protests
follow Karrinyup sale." and I quote as
follows:-

Strong protests followed today's
conditional sale of 40 blocks at War-
rinyup, which brought $251,600 in 55
minutes.

Top price of the day was $7,200 from
Kenyan migrant public accountant
Adan Ossolinski, for a block in Por-
lock rd. which carried an upset price
of $4,600.

I consider that establishes the point I made
that land was sold with an upset price of
$4,000, but the Minister makes the dis-
tinction that it was not State Housing
Commission land but land which had been
transferred to the Rural and Industries
Bank. If he gets any satisfaction out of
that, all right: but it is still a Government
instrumentality.

Apparently it was Government policy at
the time to put land on the market with
a reserve price on it. I say that should
not have been done at all if it was a
genuine attempt to do something to reduce
the price of land. It was only contributing
to the land price spiral.

I have had my attention drawn to the
difficulties confronting country members--
particularly those who represent districts
In the north-west and the north of the
State-regarding travelling to their con-
stituencies. Ministers--I do not protest
against this--have no hesitation in jump-
ing on a plane and shooting off to the
north several times in one week if it is
felt desirable; and sometimes they take
with them officers of departments and
others. It seems to me that a member
representing a country district--especally
a remote country district-should not be
hindered in his representation of his
electorate. He should not be limited to six
air fares a year for himself and one air
fare a year for his wife, because members
will know that one's wife is a great help
to one in one's constituency work.

In New South Wales the Government is
much more generous as It encourages the
members to visit their districts. Public
servants can hop on a Plane and shoot off
to London several times a year when it is
considered desirable for them to do so. I
make no protest about their going If it Is
felt the work is something which requires
their urgent and personal attention. I
merely quote it in contrast to the facilities
made available to members, who, I think,
should have every facility to move in and
out of their electorates to meet their Peo-
ple and to attend important functions In
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their districts. To do this from their own
resources, in my opinion, places an unfair
burden on them unless they happen to be
wealthy men.

Mr. Hovell: How many fares did your
Government give north-west members?

Mr. TONKI: I am not attempting to
excuse what the previous Government did.
I think it was just as shortsighted in this
matter as the present Government. How-
ever, surely we have to move with the
times. The Government keeps on boasting
about the welfare State, the affluent State,
and the State on the move. Well, one does
not have to refer back 10 years to decide
what one's conduct ought to be now. One
should be looking forward and not back-
ward. I do not attempt to excuse the
failure of previous Govermnents-Labor
Governments as well as anti-Labor Govern-
inents-to make proper provision for mem-
bers in remote districts, but what I am
advocating is that the Government should
have another look at this matter and
make more adequate provision.

The Premier was good enough, upon a
specific request from me, to make available
to me one air fare a year to the Eastern
States. It is not enough. I consider that
in these times of rapid transport and
development in Australia. the Leaders of
the Opposition in the various States should
have facilities to visit the other States
whenever they feel it necessary to do so
on public business. I am not advocating
that fares be made available for pleasure
jaunts, but I do believe that the Leader
of the Opposition, whoever he might be.
should not be restricted.

It could be argued that the Leader of
the Opposition has a gold pass and he
could get onto a train. I have not used
my gold pass in years because of the time
involved in travelling from place to place.
Why, in these days one can be across Aus-
tralia and back again quite easily in 48
hours, without any great fatigue. In some
instances, that journey can be done in 24
hours. I am not saying it is a good thing
to do it, but sometimes it is essential for it
to be done to save time.

Grateful as I am to the Premier for
having made available to me one air fare
a year, I think that air fares should be
available to me whenever I require to use
them on public business. With regard to
travel to the north-that is, intrastate--
the Government has been more generous.
Last year, because of my unfortunate
domestic circumstances I was unable to
take full advantage of the facilities made
available to me. However, I do believe
that there should be available to the
Leader of the Opposition free transport
to any part of the State or outside the
State when it is necessary for him to use
it on public business. I suggest that the
Government might have a look at that;
and it should be kept in mind that changes

have been known to take place before to-
day in Governments. People who might be
in Government today might, at some sub-
sequent time, find themselves in opposi-
tion, when they would appreciate the I ad-
lities which I am now suggesting ought to
be made available.

I now come to my final subject, and it
deals with the important question of edu-
cation. I have left this matter until last
for a couple of reasons. The most
important reason is that I propose to move
an amendment to the Address-in-Reply in
relation to this subject.

During last October 1 very kindly told
the Minister for Education he was in
trouble, and likely to be in more trouble.
The Minister did not seem to appreciate
what I said at the time and so a reference
to Hansard makes interesting reading on
this point. A short quotation from page
2351 of the 1968 Mansard, is as follows:-

I notice, too, that despite the much
vaunted increased expenditure on edu-
cation, the Government is in serious
trouble in this department, and it
looks like getting even worse than it
is at Present if what Is threatened
really comes to pass.

The Minister for Education, in all in-
nocence, asked, "What is threatened?"
Then occurred quite an interesting period
of byplay, during which I took up 33 lines
of the page of Mansard, and the interjec-
tions took up 32 lines. I had the better
of it, Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. Williams),
but only just. I then went on as follows:-

I will go back to what started off
this Pleasant little Interlude. I said
that from my reading I have come to
the conclusion that quite a lot of
trouble is developing in the Education
Department despite the much vaunted
expenditure on education.

Mrt. Lewis then interjected, "Who said It
was much vaunted?' Then further down
the page, I said the following-

What I was saying-and what I re-
peat--is that the Minister is in a deal
of trouble which stems from the fact
that the teachers are asking for a clas-
sification which the Government has
refused. That is No. 1. The teachers
are still critical of the efforts made by
the Government in regard to the hous-
ing of teachers. That is No. 2.

Then, further down the page I said-
I was about to say in some detail-

not complete detail-that the Minister
was in some little difficulty in his de-
partment.

Mr. Lewis said. "I have not noticed it yet."
To which I replied as follows:-

I gather from the Minister's reaction
that he is in trouble. He says he has
not noticed it yet, but he will in due
course.
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And, Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. Williams),
has he met this trouble in due course!

Mr. Graham: And how!
Mr. TONKIN: Coals of fire were cer-

tainly heaped upon his head. I do not
want to weary the House by traversing the
full history of what has occurred since I
made my statement up to the present time,
where it looks as if the solution of the
difficulty, for the time being, might have
been found.

However, if one refers to the newspapers
one will see reference after reference to
the unsatisfactory position which exists.
Unqualified teachers are having to be ap-
pointed because qualified teachers are not
available. Untrained teachers are having
to be appointed because trained teachers
are not available. Parents and citizens'
associations have complained that the Gov-
ernment has required them to meet expen-
diture which more properly should be met
by the Government. Teac-hers are leaving
the service for other jobs because the
attractions are better elsewhere. Their
salaries are too low for the work they are
called upon to perform, There Is an in-
creased load because of the reduction in
the number of teachers available.

The Government was reduced to the
situation where, despite an undertaking
given by the Minister that by a certain
time all students coming from the train-
Ing college would be students who had had
three years' training, it caused advertise-
ments for teachers to appear in the papers,
offering a very short period of training
in certain categories. One of the categories
is the teaching of mathematics. I have
seen the advertisements appearing in the
Saturday issues of Thre West Australian
for some time, and I propose to quote a
little from one of them. The following
advertisement is from The West Austra-
lian, of Saturday. the 19th July. and it
read--

TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICSc
FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Special Training Course for Women
Commencing August, 1969.

Entrance Qualifications. Applica-
tions are invited from single or married
women, 25-45 years of age, who are
not certificated teachers. Passes in
mathematics at Leaving Certificate
standard (or its equivalent) are re-
quired and women with a full matricu-
lation and some tertiary qualifications
will be given preference.

Training. Successful applicants will
take the following special training
programme.

(a) A mathematics course of 3j
hours daily from 25th August
to 5th September, 1969, and
from 12th January to 6th Feb-
ruary, 1970.

(b) A full-time training pro-
gramnme at the Secondary
Teachers' College and in
schools from 9th September
to 19th December, 1969.

Cc) Part-time courses of one and
a half days per week, in
school hours, throughout 1970.

Members can see how far away that is
from a full three years' course of train-
ing. This shortage of teachers, and this
loss of teachers, has been going on for
months, during which time the Minister
and the Government have refused to ack-
nowledge there was anything wrong or that
there was any difficulty.

Mr. Lewis: When did the Government
refuse to acknowledge that?

Mr. TONKIN: By what the Minister said
In October.

Mr. Lewis: You said for months; how
many months, 12 months or two years?

Mr. TONKI: From October until now,
and it was going on long before October,

Mr. Lewis: Did you say we refused to
acknowledge any difficulty?

Mr. TONKIN: No, I would not say that.
Mr. Lewis: Well, what did you say?
Mr. TONKIN: On one occasion the Min-

ister, in reply to something I said here,
did say that there was some partial diffi-
culty.

Mr. Lewis: Well, repeat what you are
saying now.

Mr. TONKfI: What I am saying now is
that for months and months we have been
drawing the Government's attention to this
situation. The teachers have done so, much
more strongly. The Minister then spent
$1,000 in advertising in the newspapers
trying to prove us wrong.

Mr. Lewis: That is different from what
you said a moment or two ago.

Mr. TONKIN: That suggests the Min-
ister was not aware of the situation which
existed, otherwise he would not have been
Justified in spending $1 in advertising.

Mr. Lewis: You can suggest what you
like, of course.

Mr. TONKIN: Instead of spending that
money the Minister should have attempted
to solve the problem which, apparently, the
Government is now prepared to do. I did
hear an announcement on the radio which
suggested that as a result of a meeting
between the Teachers Union and the Gov-
erment a situation had been reached
where it appeared reasonably likely that
there would be satisfaction on both sides.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: Before the tea suspension
I was reading from an advertisement in
which the Education Department was in-
viting applications from women who were
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interested in a course of training as
teachers of mathematics in secondary
schools. The labor Party is irrevocably
opposed to this proposal. It is such a retro-
grade step after all these years, and it is to
be deplored that the Education Depart-
ment has been allowed to get into such a
state that it has to use this method to try
to effect a temporary remedy. I think we
should all deplore the fact that in this
age, when we are supposed to be develop-
Ing, we are going back to a situation-
or even further back-that existed about
40 or 50 years ago with regard to teacher
training.

It Is most unfortunate that this situation
does exist, but it does, and 'we have to
accept It. Not only will the teachers suffer
some disadvantage but, because of the
state into which education has been per-
mitted to fall, the pupils will be dis-
advanltaged and the parents will be
disadvantaged also. No wander the State
has been In little short of an uproar for
some weeks and, in order to afford memn-
bers an opportunity to express their opin-
ions about the matter, and to demonstrate
our own opinion quite forcibly in regard
to the situation which prevails, I propose
to move an amendment to the motion in
the following terms-

But we regret to have to Inform
Your Excellency that the Government
has failed completely to recognise the
deterioration that has been taking
place in the State's education system
and has allowed it to fall into a de-
plorable state with consequent serious
adverse effects upon pupils, teachers
and parents.

In support of the teachers who have been
accused by mernbers of the Governent
of trying to stir up public opinion for
their own Industrial ends, it must be said
that from the very start they have pin-
pointed the deficiencies in the education
system and have expressed their concern.
Despite the efforts of the Minister he was
not able to disprove what the teachers
were saying about the employment of un-
qualified teachers, untrained teachers, and
the like.

In the midst of all this we had the situa-
tion where there appeared in the evening
paper a picture of a woman teacher in a
secondary school feeding her baby from
a bottle, I made some inquiries about this
and I understand that it is true to fact.
We certainly have come to a pretty pass
if the department is obliged to employ
married teachers who have young children
and who are obliged to feed the children
at school while they are in charge of
classes.

Mr. Lewis: Would you deny employment
to these married women?

Mr. TONKIN: No, I certainly would not.
Mr. Lewis: If they want to be teachers?
Mr. TONKIN: I think the department

has employed all who are available.

Mr. Lewis: Then what are you complain-
ing about?

Mr. TONKIN:' I aim complaining about
a situation which has developed and which
has obliged the department to employ
teachers who are in a position where they
have babies who have to be fed from the
bottle, and they are obliged to bring those
children to school in order to feed them.

Mr. Lewis:, Of course, they are not
obliged to teach unless they want to do so,

Mr. Dunn: It is a little bit different
from having to sack teachers.

Mr. TONKIN: The Education Depart-
ment, apparently, has reached the posi-
tion where now it is obliged to do what I
have Just related whereas a few years ago
one had to plead with the department
to provide employment for a married
woman teacher without any impediment
at all.

Mr. Lewis: That is so, and your Govern-
ment did not do it.

Mr. TONKIN,: That is the situation.
Mr. Cash: And it sacked about 60 ol

them.
Mr. TONKIN: Now the position hak

fallen away from the point where the
Government was able to choose-

Mr. Dunn: And sacked them.
Mr. TONKIN: -and denied marriee5

women capable of teaching, and withoul
any family impediment, the right tc
continue to teach, to a situation where ii
will take anybody who is Prepared to offal
to teach, whether there isa any ixnpedimeni
or not. I am using that as an illustratior
to show the straits to which education ir
this State has been reduced.

Mr. Dunn: It shows how it has improved
Mr. TONKIN: If the honourable membei

believes it is an improvement in the educa.
tion system to have teachers feeding theti
babies in front of classes then be is entitlec
to that opinion.

Mr. Cash: I would not say the obldrex
would suffer from seeing that.

Mr. Jamieson: You would be a psycho,
logist, too, among other things, I suppose

Mr. Court: It is something they wil
always remember, probably.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely it is indicative-
Mr. Dunn: Of the way the State LI

progressing,
Mr. TONKIN: -of the serious positlor

into which education in Western Aus,
tralia-

Mr. Dunn: And of the tremendou
advance of the State.

Mr. TONKIN: -has been allowed to faDl
and it is no exaggeration. One has oat,
to look at the terms of the advertisemen
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to which I have referred. Whereas a few
Years ago the department was in a position
to exclude applicants with very good passes
at the Leaving Certificate examination-
and I know of some who were excluded-
and was able to Pick and choose--the
department had a special selection board-
it now Proposes to take many other types
of people. Just listen to this advertise-
ment-

Applications are invited from single
or married women 25-45 years of age
who are not certificated teachers.
Passes in mathematics at Leaving
Certificate standard (or its equivalent)

- are required and women with a full
matriculation and some tertiary qua-
lifications will be given preference.

A few years ago the department would not
have been prepared to accept teachers with
those qualifications or for a course of such
short duration. On the contrary, the Min-
ister was talking about Phasing out the
two-year course of training so that by 1971
no-one would be being trained for two years
only, but all teachers would be being
trained for three years. No doubt the
Minister, in the then situation, was Justi-
fied in believing that he could achieve that
position; but, in the meantime, the whole
thing has collapsed and that objective is
quite hopeless and cannot possibly be
achieved. On the contrary, we have an
advertisement such as the one I just read
out inviting people for training for a period
of less than six months.

if any more evidence than that is re-
quired to demonstrate the serious deteriora-
tion in education in Western Australia
then members are certainly very hard to
please. The Government has at last
realised that it has to do something rather
drastic and so it has made an offer of a
salary increase to teachers which apparen-
tly meets the desires of the teachers in
this direction and will ensure, we would
hope and expect, adequate recruitment and
a maintenance in the profession of teachers
who are already there, and that it will
prevent the trend which has been taking
place for months past.

A number of illustrations of one kind or
another have been given to me of what has
happened in this school and that school,
but I do not Propose to take up the time
of the House in detailing them. However,
if I were to do so they would emphasise
the very points I have been making about
the extreme shortage of teachers which
exists in this State and the necessity for
remedial action to be taken without further
delay.

Amendment to Motion
As a result of what I have just said, and

what I foreshadowed a few minutes ago.
I move the following amendment to the

motion for the adoption of the AddreSS-in-
Reply-

That the following words be added
to the Address-in-Reply:-

;but we regret to have to inform
Your Excellency that the Govern-
ment has failed completely to
recognise the deterioration which
has been taking Place in the State's
education system and has allowed
It to fall into a deplorable state
with consequent serious adverse
effects upon pupils, teachers and
parents.

MRt. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for
Education) [7.44 p.m.]: I think this is the
first occasion since I became the Minister
for Education, on the 1st February, 1962,
that I have been called to respond to what
amounts to be a vote of censure oh the
Government for its education standards.
.It is not the first time I have listened to
the Leader of the Opposition moving a
censure motion in regard to other matters,
but I can sincerely say that I have never
heard him to worse effect than I have
tonight.

Mr. Graham: That will get you nowhere.
Mr. LEWIS: I have never listened to

his debating a subject with such little
substance as I have on this occasion.

Mr. Graham: Even the dogs are barking
it!

Mr. LEWIS: At the outset I want to say
that, with one reservation, I am rather
pleased that this censure motion has come
forward. Indeed I was rather surprised
that it did not, come forward before. I
fully expected the Leader of the opposi-
tion to jump on the bandwagon as far
back as March when the heat was really
on and there were many advertisements
appearing in the newspapers, demonstra-
tions being made, and so on. However,
to my disappointment, no move was made
at that time.

Mr. Davies: You are not really disap-
pointed.

Mr. LEWIS: Neverthless, the move has
been made tonight in the form of an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply
motion. I have said that, with one reserva-
tion, I am rather pleased this censure
motion has come forward. The reservation
is that I am rather sorry this move has
been made when undoubtedly there is now
a much better climate existing between the
Teachers Onion and the Education Depart-
ment, and I would be very sorry indeed
if anything arising from this debate was
responsible in any way for lessening or
retarding the progress of better under-
standing between the union and the depart-
ment.
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If there are any recriminations this
evening; if I am obliged, because of this
motion, to say things I would have much
preferred not to say, the responsibility
will not lie with me, but with the Leader
of the Opposition. At the commencement
of his remarks this evening, the Leader of
the Opposition referred to the debate that
took place last October-I think that is
what he said-when he was criticising the
Government about education. This remark
was sandwiched In between remarks on
other matters, and I interjected that he
appeared,to be quite pleased about this.

Atrshuffling about on his feet for a
few moments, he said, "Well, after all,
what Opposition would not be pleased at
the discomfort of a Government?" This
leads mue to the belief that this evening
the Leader of the Opposition is rather
discomforted because a better feeling now
exists between the Teachers Union and
the Government; that unless he does
something pretty soon the sands will have
run out; and that he had better strike now
while the irons are a little warm if he
wants to make any political capital out of
this subject.

The Leader of the Opposition, and, in
fact, the Opposition itself, can only speak
with tongue in cheek when It criticises
this Government and Its record in educa-
tion since it came into office in 1959, be-
cause the progress in the last decade has
been far greater than the progress made
in any other decade in the history of this
State.

The leader of the Opposition mentioned
a few matters. He said that teachers were
leaving the service because salaries were
too low and the class numbers were too
high. I thought that in various ways we
had set out to prove that the class num-
bers were becoming lower and lower, but,
of course, there are those who will Just
not see, and we cannot do much about
that. However, I have the figures to Prove
that class numbers have been progressively
lowered over the years. Although this is
a matter I would have preferred not to
mention, as recently as this morning the
executive of the Teachers Union said that
its main criticism was levelled against the
Commonwealth Government and not
against the State Government. The
executive admitted that the State could
not be expected, because of financial
restrictions, to do all it would like to do
in the field of education.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Just what percentage
of the State's revenue was spent on educa-
tion last year?

Mr. LEWIS: This Is borne out by the
fact that prior to 1961-it could have been
earlier than that-when the Australian
Education Council, which consists of the
respective Ministers of Education in the
States and the Commuonwealth and their

directors-general, met in Hobart, steps were
taken to compile a document to meet some
needs of Australian education.

I admit quite freely it could have been
done on some prior occasion, but in any
event, this document has been revised
annually and much progress has been made
to meet some of these needs, but, of Course,
other needs have taken their place. There-
fore we still have needs in Australian
education, but ever since this document
was compiled the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has co-operated in granting assis-
tance to all States for both Government
and non-Government schools, and the
degree of this assistance has been sub-
stantial.

I am not suggesting for a moment that
we do not need more help, because we do,
and I have no doubt we will receive it.
However, this morning the executive of
the Teachers Union emphasised that its
main complaint was against the Common-
wealth Government, and it even suggested
that the States should join the Teachers
Union in some sort of campaign against
the Commonwealth Government in an en-
deavour to obtain some increased Com-
monwealth expenditure on education.

Mr. Jamieson: Did you decide to Join
it?

Mr. LEWIS: No, I did not, if that is any
news to the honourable member who has
interjected.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Was the union satis-
fied with the percentage of funds that is
being allocated to this State?

Mr. LEWIS: I did not quite hear that
interjection, but I do not propose to deal
with It at the moment, because the mem-
ber for Warren can get up in a moment
and deal with the matter in his own way,
which no doubt he will.

The next matter dealt with by the
Leader of the Opposition was that the
undertaking given for a three-year course
of training for teachers had gone over-
board. This was news to me, so during
the tea suspension I checked with the
Director-General of Education on the Pro-
gress of this three-year course. I asked
him if we had been forced in any way
to put the brakes on this three-year course
of training, and he said, "No, It is Pro-
ceeding according to schedule."

As I am not present at the college I am
not in a position to know exactly how
many teachers are taking this course. How-
ever, the director-general supplied me with
some figures on how many teachers took
the course last year and how many took
it this year, and I know that the number
of teachers now attending the college to
take this course of training for no less
than three years. has increased. The
director-general said that the figures were
not quite exact: that they could be out
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by one or two either way. He stated that
in 1968 the number of teachers who at-
tained the college for a minimum three-
year course was 125, and that in 1969 a
minimum three-year course of training
was taken by 250 teachers.

To me those figures do not indicate that
the course of training has gone overboard,
although it may appear that way to the
Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition
then complained about the special maths
course that was advertised. If it is any
satisfaction to him, I can advise him now
that because there were very few candi-
dates applying for this course it has been
decided to abandon It and to adopt other
measures that will overcome the difficulty.

Mr. Davies: Such as what?
Mr. LEWIS: Such as already selecting

certain students in the secondary teachers'
college to take a special course in maths
when they may otherwise have taken some
other course. Also there are some primary
school teachers who will be offered this
special maths course to enable them to
teach maths in the first year or two, or
possibly in the third Year, of post-primary
education. There are some teachers--
mostly secondary school trained-who will
take a special course in maths at the W.A.
Institute of Technology in the August and
Christmas vacations. All these measures
are expected to do something towards
alleviating the shortage of maths teachers.

On many occasions, at the opening of
schools and so on, I have Publicly stated-
and readily admitted-that we are short
of teachers, particularly for the teaching
of some subjects. Those subjects are
science and mathematics, and the shortage
of teachers in these subjects is very acute.
We are now taking steps to overcome the
shortage. We are also confident of being
able to recruit teachers from overseas. The
department has had no less than 1,431
applications for teaching posts in Western
Australia from Britain and the United
States of America.

Mr. Davies: Since when?

Mr. LEWIS: Since the beginning of last
year. Some 274 of these applicants have
accepted the positions offered and have
been engaged, and the applications of
about the same number of teachers are
now being investigated, and they, too, will
probably be engaged. I do not say that all
of them will be engaged, but their applica-
tions are now being thoroughly investi-
gated. The department feels that it has
received these applications despite the lack
of any recruiting campaign overseas, and
it is now considered that if we embarked
upon such a campaign overseas and posted
an officer overseas to interview these appli-
cants when they first apply, more qual-
fied teachers would be engaged, because
we know that other States and New Zea-
land are very active in this field.

The amendment to the motion makes
some reference to the failure of the Gov-
ermnent to recognise the deterioration that
has been taking place in the State educa-
tion system. I maintain there Is no marked
deterioration. We have heard something
about the size of classes, although I do not
think the Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned that Particularly. He did mention
that teachers were leaving the service be-
cause their salaries were too low. I will
deal with this point.

It has been traditional in Western Aus-
tralia for teachers' salaries to be re-
lated to the salaries of teachers in New
South Wales. This principle has been freely
accepted by teachers here over the Years.
In Western Australia it has been the prac-
tice to review teachers' salaries every three
years.

In fact, we have legislation now to put
that into effect. The interval would be no
longer than three years. Therefore, we are
obliged to honour this obligation. Two
years of the current three-year period
elapsed on the 6th July, 1969, but the
teachers, first of all, made a claim for a
20 per cent. increase in salaries. There was
no valid argument to back up their claim,
and I put it to Opposition members that
had farmers demanded an increase of $3
a bushel for their wheat without any facts
and figures to substantiate their claim.
their request would not have been accep-
ted, and so, on the same basis, the teach-
ers' claim could not be accepted.

However, the Government said, "Well,
in view of the reviews of salaries that are
taking place in all walks of life, and part-
icularly in outside industry, it is Perhaps
reasonable and fair to review teachers'
salaries after two and a half years instead
of waiting for the full period of three
Years to elapse next July. As a result I
was instructed to consider making a deter-
mination in the first pay period of January,
1970. But the representatives of the
Teachers Union then met the Acting Pre-
mier and myself and certainly substanti-
ated the union's claim by supplying much
more information than they had previ-
ously. The union in its claim, submitted
that salaries in other States had been re-
viewed fairly recently and so we had
another look at those figures.

We looked at those figures and checked
the various scales which had been drawn
up by the teachers. I would point out to
the uninitiated that there are many
scales in teachers' salaries. First of all,
there are the class "A" and class "B"
teachers; the latter refers to the two-year
trained and the three-year trained teach-
ers. Then there are the four and five-year
trained teachers in class "A." There
are also various grades, grade 1
being the lowest; but not many teachers
are placed in this grade because most
teachers on coming out of college go into
grade 4 immediately. The grades go up
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to the top of the incremental scale; that
is, grade 14. Many of these grades carry
a responsibility allowance, but I shall not
go Into the details.

We had to look at the details and at
certain key Points before we could decide
with whom we were to compare the
teachers in this State. We found that
New South Wales was not, in all cases,
on top of the list; in some cases
Victoria was on top. Then we had
to find out how recently the salaries
were upgraded in the Eastern States. We!
found that New South Wales had not had
an official upgrading, but two offers had
been made to the teachers there. We have
been told that the most recent offer is
to be accepted. We also looked at Victoria,
and found that the teachers in Victoria
were upgraded late last Year. We found
that in Queensland the teachers were up-
graded as, recently as March of this year.
I may be a month or two out, but in
substance what I have said is correct.

These are undoubtedly the three top
States in the Commonwealth. In the other
States the salaries of the teachers are
lower. We said that we were prepared to
make an interim adjustment-not a deter-
rnination-to tide the teachers over until
the next determination was made. The
interim adjustment was based, as closely
as we could get, on the average of those
three States, New South Wales would be
on top in some levels, but in other levels
Victoria would be on top. We offered to
relate the -adjustment to the average .of
the three States, because that was a fair
enough way to make an interim adjust-
ment. We sad we were prepared to make
this adjustment until the next determi-
nation which will operate from the 1st
July, 1970.

We made the offer of an interim adjust-
ment to operate from the beginning of
the first pay period after the 1st July,
1969: and this adjustment will apply until
the 1st July, 1970, when the new determi-
nation will operate. This will at least
place the teachers in Western Australia
on the average of the three highest States.
The Teachers Union has expressed itself
as being reasonably happy with the offer.

Mr. O'Neil,: We had to do the homework.
Mr. LEWIS: Yes. I do not want to rub

this in, but the union has gone away
reasonably happy. We have been told
that the class sizes are too large. I have
some statistics on this aspect of educa-
tion. In 1959 7.2 per cent. of the class-
rooms Contained 51 or more Pupils; in
1969 there were no classrooms with 51 or
more pupils in them. in 1959 the class-
rooms containing over 40 pupils amounted
to 50.8 per cent.; but in 1969 this per-
centage dropped to 19.6. Of the classrooms
that contained 40 pupils and under, in
1959 the number totalled 43.3 per cent.;
but in 1969 the figure improved to 71.8 per

cent. So It will be seen that at present
almost threequarters of the classrooms in
this State have 40 pupils and under. Yet
we are told that the class sizes are too
large.

Class sizes might be too large. I am
not arguing for one moment that we have
reached perfection in education. I have
said this publicly on many occasions: I
hope we will never be satisfied with our
standard of education now, or 50 years
hence, because the moment we become
satisfied with the standard the time will
have arrived when we cease to worry about
improvements. When we reach that stage
we will have reached stagnation.

Let us look at the expenditure on educa-
tion by the Government. I shall not deal
with the amounts of money, because we
know that over the years there has been
a reduction in the purchasing power; and
what $10 could purchase years ago
might now require $15. All I shall do is
to set out the percentages of the resources
of the State that have been spent on
education.

The amount spent on education from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund was 8.48 Per
cent, in 1946-47; 12.59 per cent, in 1956-
57; 16.1 per cent in 1966-67; and 16.5 per
cent. in 1967-68. So the percentage of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund which has been
spent on education has been increasing
over the years. Members might say-and
perhaps I Could join them-that this is
not enough. I should point out that more
money is required to be spent in many
other avenues, such as agricultural re-
search, of which we are in urgent need; the
health services; the child welfare services;
and the rehabilitation of prisoners, as the
Minister for Police has told us. These are
all very valid causes on which the revenue
of the State could be spent;, but we can-
not get more from the cake than we have
put into it.

It is because of the growth of the State
that we are running into these difficulties.
It was only a few short years ago that we
had experience of school leavers at the
end of every year queueing up for jobs,
at a time when the Opposition was in
Government. Many of the youngsters at
that time did not get a Job before the end
of the following year. Let us compare
that with the position today. Now a
greater number of youngsters are leaving
school each year, but there is no problemn
of providing employment, because they are
almost immediately absorbed into industry.

Mr. Bertram: Together with married
women.

Mr. LEWIS: Yes. This is an indication
of the development of the State; it is
pulsating with progress, whereas a few
years ago we found that the youngsters
were redundant when they left school.
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When 1 first came into this H-ouse at the
end of 1958 the present Opposition was in
office. At that time well over 100 school
bus spurs were lopped off, because the
Government did not have the money to
carry them on. For that reason the
country people got the axe, and the bus
services were reduced. One of the first
responsibilities of the incoming Govern-
ment, In which Mr. Watts became the
Minister for Education, was to have a good,
hard look at this. I am pleased to say
that well over 80 per cent. of those services
were restored.

Mr, Davies: Why did the Government not
restore the whole lot?

Mr. LEWIS: Let us see what else this
Government did in respect of education.
I have not compled many details or notes,
because I did not think it was necessary
as there was lack of substance in what the
Leader of the Opposition said. This Goy-
ermnent has amended the Education Act
to increase the school-leaving age, twice
in the last 10 years. We were the first
Government in Western Australia to work
towards equal pay for the teachers. Of
course, we did not hear anything about
this. We have embarked upon a course of
a minimum of three years' training for
teachers; and that is progress. We have
established a new teachers' college: and we
had have a record intake into the teachers'
colleges. There are well over 1,000 train-
ees this year, and the colleges are packed.
From what -has been said, one would
imagine the teachers' colleges to be half
empty. Flurther, we did not have to lower
our standards to attract these trainees to
the colleges.

Mr. Rushton: Excellent material is being
admitted into the colleges.

Mr. LEWIS: Something has been said
about the shortage of mathematics
teachers, and I admit there is a shortage.
With the rapid growth of this State there
has been a keen demand for this type of
teacher by industry, because industry and
commerce have been short staffed and the
turnover in this category has been terrific.
Industry and commerce have been able to
oiler inducements greater than the Govern-
ment has been able to pay to the mathe-
matics teachers. Naturally industry and
commerce have skimmed off some of these
teachers from the department.

Much has been said about the resigna-
tion and retirement of teachers, and various
figures have been quoted. It has been said
that there was one retirement in every day
of the calendar year; and that is true. Let
us compare the figures of resignations and
retirements since 1963. In 1963 there were
364 resignations and retirements out of a
total of 4.464 teachers employed by the
department, or 8.2 per cent. of the total
strength. In 1964 there were 466 resigna-
tions and retirements out of a total

strength of 5,424, or a percentage wastage
of 8.5. In 1965 there were 536 resignations
and retirements out of a total strength
of 5,698, or a percentage wastage
of 9.4. It will be seen that the percentage
has risen gradually since 1963. In 1966
there were 513 resignations and retire-
ments out of a total strength of 6,101,
or a percentage wastage of 8.4; this was
a reduction of 1 per cent, compared with
1965. In 1967 there were 509 resignations
out of a total strength of 6,483, and
the percentage wastage was 9.1. This
was the year when the Institute of
Technology began to operate, and it drew
off many of our teachers. This accounts
for the greater percentage of resignations
in 1967. In 1968 there were 491 resignations
out of a total strength of 6,806, and the
percentage wastage was 7.2, which was
the lowest percentage since 1963. The
wastage from 1963 to 1968 was 8.2
per cent., 8.6 Per cent., 9.4 per cent., 8.4
per cent., 9.1 per cent., and 7.2 per cent.

I am told that up to the 23rd June, 1969,
there were 170 resignations and retire-
ments for this calendar year. We cannot
forecast how many more teachers will re-
sign during the last six months of this
year, and he is a bold man who dares to
predict what the percentage will be. But
bearing in mind that last year the wastage
percentage was the lowest since 1963, with
491 resignations, and to the 23rd June,
1969, there were only 170 resignations, it
appears that the percentage wastage will
perhaps be lower than it was in 1968.

That is the story of the, resignations
of teachers. Despite the publication of all
this material, we still hear the catch cry
that there are so many hundreds of
teachers resigning, leaving the schools
without sufficient teachers, and that sort
of nonsense.

What else did the Leader of the Opposi-
tion mention? I have referred to the
advertisements for mathematics teachers.
We have cancelled those advertisements
and there will be no crash courses in
mathematics.

Another point raised was that of married
women, with babies, teaching. This was an
effort to overcome the shortages so that
w~e could keep on pushing down the class
sizes and making progress. We find there
are numbers of what we used to call supply
teachers, but who are now called tem-
porary teachers, who would like to teach
on a temporary basis, but they are not
prepared to teach all day. They ask if it
is Possible for us to arrange that they
might teach a half a day. We had a
number of these and so we put Mrs. Brown
on in the morning and Mrs. Smith on in
the afternoon. Some of them have their
youngsters, and I do not think any mem-
ber of this Farliament would be so Ini-
human as to deprive a married woman
of the opportunity of feeding her young-
ster.
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Mr. Davies: Don't you have regard for very substantial measure. But for this as-
the students though? Dont you think It is
distracting for the children to have a baby
in the class?

Mr. LEWIS: Not necessarily so.
Mr. Davies: Rubbish!

Mr. LEWIS: A woman does not sit out
In the middle of the class with her baby.
There are lots of things which might be
distracting to students.

Mr. Dunn: You have never had a baby!
Mr. Davies: The Minister has one now

and cannot handle it!
Mr. LEWIS: The main burden of the

story so briefly and inadequately sub-
mitted by the Leader of the Opposition is
that there seems to be some agreement
being reached between the Teachers Union
and the department. I am very pleased
about this because I have always main-
tained that to get the best out of our edu-
cation system there must be co-operation
between the parent, the teacher, and the
department. If we do not have this co-
operation and we have demonstration in-
stead of discussion, and conflict instead of
conference, we will reach a state of chaos.

I believe there is a better way. I still
maintain, and I said as much today to the
executive of the union, that there was
never any call for the display and adver-
tisements and everything that went with
them. I was told by the executive that
teachers are militant all over the world
and more so in the Eastern States than
here. Teachers throughout the Common-
wealth have been mainly directing their
campaign towards the Commonwealth
Government. That may be so, but I think
it took a rather peculiar turn here in
Western Australia if the campaign is really
directed towards the Commonwealth. I do
not know if all the criticisms were war-
ranted.

While I am always ready to approach
the Commonwealth Government with both
hands, we always document our case
thoroughly every Year and there is a
survey now in progress of the needs of
education from preschool to primary and
secondary, as well as teacher-education
in all the States and the Common-
wealth itself. This is to assess the needs
of education bearing in mind the present-
day requirements. This Information will
be collated and considered by the Aus-
tralian Education Council as soon as pos-
sible. Then we hope to enlist the co-opera-
tion of the Commonwealth to Put at least
some of it into effect.

The Commonwealth has its own Prob-
lems: we have to realise that. Nevertheless
it has done a very good job as far as State
education is concerned. As members know
-mention was made of these tonight-
there has been a Murray report, a Martin
report, and others. The Commonwealth
Government assists our University to a

sistance our University would not be where
it is today. The Commonwealth has also
assisted with our Institute of Technology,
and with the building of the new teachers'
college at Nedlands. We hope it will do
something to finance further teachers'
colleges. It has Increased the number of
scholarships, provided science blocks, and.
more recently, provided libraries and
library books. It might be held that this
help is not enough. I suppose it is not.
We can always ask for more: but it is at
least substantial progress on the road to
education.

There is probably a lot more I could
say, but in view of the hypocritical case-
and I say this advisedly--submitted by the
Opposition in criticism of the Govern-
ment's alleged lack of attention to educa-
tion, I am left with no case to answer.
This Opposition has no cause to criticise
this Government and what it has done for
education.

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.20 pm.]:
Until 18 months ago I occupied a senior
teaching Position in a senior high school
of this State and as a consequence I cannot
allow this occasion to pass without profer-
ring a few remarks on the subject of edu-
cation.

The criticisms that have been levelled
against the inadequacies of the Govern-
ment's education policy have been steadily
gaining in intensity, and with some justifi-
cation. They are many and varied: but
it is noticeable that the Minister's defence
is usually to quote out of context, and
without comparison, a set of isolated
figures which do not tell the true story:
and I would like to draw attention to
this in due course.

I feel the first point I would like to
establish is the general attitude of this
Government and of other Governments
towards education. The stand is taken
that everything possible that can be done
in the field of education Is being done;
but this just simply is not so. Education
is not given the priority and proper place
it merits in our modern day society. Edu-
cation should take second Place only to
defence, and this it just does not do.

The place of education in the modern
technological society cannot be exaggerated
and it might be a very good exercise for
everyone here and elsewhere to resolve in
his own mind what he feels education
is and to get a true appreciation of what
it means to the individual and to the
nation in general.

The greatest national asset is not iron,
wool, or the basic industries about which
we talk. The greatest asset of any nation
is the skill, the intelligence, the confidence,
the abilities, and the determinations of
the people. It is only education which
affords the development of these particular
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potentials. Our attitude towards educa-
tion must become the subject of a fairly
close scrutiny as this age of ours demands.

The Bulletin in an edition of the 19th
July, 1967, Published a most enlightened
article in which it said in effect that a
very high regard for a general education,
especially an advanced education, is a
special characteristic of a modern techno-
logical society. It went on to make a com-
parison of the attitudes in Japan and
Australia towards education. Japan is not
a rich country, not by our standards. It
does not boast great areas of arable lands.
raw materials of any quantity, or any iron
or steel, and yet Japan has become one of
the most advanced countries in Asia. It
has attained this degree of development
in the only way a nation can truly be
wealthy and that is by the development
of the skill, the intelligence, and the
capacity of the population as a whole.

America and Russia, and England to a
lesser degree, have recognised the national
importance of education and they are
spending accordingly on it. In the inter-
national world, education becomes a matter
of survival and it has been Properly recog-
nised because of this necessity in these
leading countries. But the development
of education although important, is not
the only thing involved. Because of the
development in knowledge, some commun-
ities are facing a number of problems of
another kind, and these are the individual
problems which have attained world wide
proportions; and many of them arise from
our modern mode of living.

A number of authorities at the World
Education Fellowship Conference held at
the Western Australian Institute of Tech-
nology recently, recognised this and
accordingly commented on it. The first
speaker was Mr. L. Fletcher who is a lec-
turer at the University of Western Aus-
tralia. He indicated the need to combat
the modemn standards, attitudes, and
values which are prevalent at this time
and he emphasised that the studies of the
social sciences should not be neglected
in the way they are.

The member for Cockburn last night
Spoke at some length on the type of
problems our society was meeting. The
only proper way this can be combated is
through education. The environmental
importance that education provides, as I
mentioned earlier-

The SPEAKER: Order! Would the hon-
ourable member please resume his seat?
I would remind the honourable member
that he is not speaking to the amendment
which is in essence-

That the Government has failed
completely to recognise the deteriora-
tion which has been taking place in
the State's education system and has
allowed it to fall into a deplorable

(5)

state with consequent serious adverse
effects upon pupils, teachers and
parents.

The amendment Is not that the Govern-
ment has failed to meet modemn standards
of education as the honourable member
seems to think. He must direct his speech
to the question before the Chair which
relates to the deterioration and falling-off
in the State's education system.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Thank you for point-
ing that out, Mr. Speaker. I hope I have
sufficiently indicated the importance I place
on education. It necessarily follows that
true recognition of the status of teachers
should be afforded and this has not been
given in this State. This is one of the
reasons the Leader of the Opposition moved
his amendment.

I will take the salary as being the in-
dication of status which is most normally
accepted. I would like to point out that
the average male wage in Western Aus-
tralia in 1962 was $2,306. Currently this
is at a level of $3,422. That is the average
of the male rate in this State. We find
that in 1962-63 a teacher starting after
two years' training was paid $2,236, while
currently the amount is $2,740.

Mr. O'Neil: That is Grade 1?
Mr. H. D. EVANS: That is starting at

Grade 4. The first amount represents 3.03
per cent, below the average male rate, while
currently the teacher's starting wage is
something like 19.92 per cent. below. So
the relevant position of teachers' salaries
in comparison with the State average male
wage has deteriorated to that extent. I
'would also further point out that the
wage level of teachers is generally lower
than that of teachers of corresponding
grades in other States, with the exception
of South Australia where a review is pend-
ing.

Mr. Lewis: South Australia has aiway-
been the lowest.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Yes. That is the only
one lower at this time. Mr. R. . Moore,
the retiring president of the Teachers
Union, on the 4th July, 1969, made the
statement that the tribunal method in
Western Australia suits teachers, within
limitations.

The report of Mr. Moore's statement goes
on to point out that there is no provision
for adjustment in the three-year period
over which the salary provision is made.
During this three-year period, the cost of
living in Western Australia in particular
has risen to such an extent that, once
again, the comparative level of teachers is
eroded. There is provision for an annual
review in other States.

Mr. O'Neil: How frequently are they re-
viewed annually in the other States? It
is very irregular.
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Mr. H. D. EVANS: The provision Is made
for an annual review where the need
arises which is not the case in this State.
In addition, the cost of living index has
risen considerably In Western Australia
and the wage of the average male earner
has shown the increase in that regard.

Mr. O'Neil: The Government recognised
this when It made an interim adjustment
for the teachers.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: An offer of 10 per
cent.

Mr. O'Neil: It did not make an offer of
10 per cent. It was an average of 10 per
cent.

Mr. Bickerton: You were forced into it.
Mr. H. D). EVANS: That is the reasoning

behind the request for 20 per cent. which
the teachers made.

Mr. O'Neil: What reasoning? Why should
they ask for 20 per cent. if they only
warranted 10 per cent? The demand was
for 20 per cent, because every State in
Australia did the same thing.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The point I wish to
make In mentioning the rise in the level
of the average wage is that teachers' sal-
aries, on this level, have fallen by some-
thing approaching 17 per cent. This in-
dicates an erosion in that regard and,
having further regard to the cost of living
index, the relative position of teachers'
salaries has deteriorated accordingly.

Mr. Bickerton: Why don't you ask the
Minister who interjected what the housing
situation is?

M. H. D. EVANS; It is not only the
issue of salaries that has been a source
of discontent amongst teachers. The prob-
lem of housing, which my colleague on
my right has indicated, is another source.
I do not think this problem has been re-
solved, nor did the Minister undertake to
mention it.

Mr. Lewis: I could.
Mr. H. D. EVANS: The Minister made

reference to makeshift classrooms and I
will make some further remarks on that
point by way of illustration. Indeed, other
shortcomings as well, including a6 lack of
adequate and proper teaching aids, are
further grounds for censure which can be
levelled at the Government.

Mr. Lewis* Subsidies have been in-
creased, of course.

Mr. Rushton: Teaching aids have im-
proved.

Mr. Lewis: I was talking about make-shift schools in the previous administra-
tion and not only makeshift classrooms.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I was relieved to
hear the minister announce that the crash
programme hie had gone to some pains to
institute would now not be continued.
However, the Point is that this situation
should not occur.

Orn the one hand the Government can
say that it has instituted a three-year
training course, as a result of which the
two-year course will be gradually phased
out. The Government then turns around
and institutes a crash programme. If that
is not Indicative of an imminent crisis, I do
not know what is.

Perhaps these points have ceased to have
any relevance but as they came from the
Acting Minister for Education, I think they
merit consideration and I would like to
quote what he said. These few lines sum
up the point I wish to make. He said-

Teaching is a specialised profession
and time taken in training results in
temporary shortages if many teachers
resign at one time. The Education De-
partment could soon have a surplus of
teachers if it were prepared to accept
partially trained teachers, but it will
not do this and risk lowering the high
standard of education prevailing in
this State.

That comment was dated the 23rd May.
Consequently, I was somewhat alarmed
when I saw the first advertisement on the
28th July.

Mr. Lewis: who wrote that?
Mr. H. D). EVANS: The Acting Minister

for Education.
Mr. Lewis: He should know as an ex-

teacher.
Mr. Bickerton: He should know better.
Mr. Lewis: No-one would know better

than he.
Mr. H. D. EVANS., He says, on the one

hand, that he Is not prepared to see the
standard lowered.

Mr. Lewis:. The standard is not being
lowered.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: It nearly was. I sus-
pect that if there had not been such a
clamour, the idea would probably have
been continued with. The Albany Adver-
tiser published the results of a survey
conducted in the Albany district which ap-
peared in the issue of that paper on the
18th July. The points made were that the
Albany Senior High School had lost nine
teachers in the 1968 year and all were
highly qualified. To say that a number of
teachers resigned is one thing, but if one
takes the type of teacher and considers
the degree of efficiency and training that
the teacher represents, then it gives a
much more cogent picture.

D~o not let us forget for one moment
that when a senior master resigns the
whole school is disorganised. It is not
only the students and their training courses
which are disorganised, but the adminis-
tration as well. The extent that the
administration is upset is only Important
in regard to the effect it has on the
students. The article went on to point
out that 25 per cent. of the staff at the
Albany Senior High School were temporary
and, further, that five classes each week
were held in converted washrooms,
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That is only one school, and probably
It serves to indicate more poignantly than
the average the situation which exists.
However, I feel that the Albany Senior
High School is not an exception. The
difference is only one of degree, because
these problems exist everywhere. Possibly
Albany has these problems to a greater
degree than other schools.

Mr. Lewis: What steps would you have
taken to stop this drift of the higher
qualified teacher?

Mr. Bickerton: Steps should have been
taken years ago.

Ms. H. D. EVANS: It states that teachers
in the society meritoriously deserve every
consideration.

Mr. Lewis: Do you think they have
Increased their status in this campaign?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I am sure the Gov-
ernment has not.

Mr. Lewis: Governments come and Gov-
ernments go, but the Teachers 'Union, I
hope, will go on.

Mr. H. Di. EVANS: floes the Minister
think that some frustration occasioned by
the Government's attitude brought this
on? Teachers are a conservative body and
are not given to rash Judgment. In fact,
some of the moat competent men and
women in this State are found in 'the
teaching service.

Mr. Lewis: Most of them are reasonable.
Mr. H. D. EVANS: There must be a

reason for their action. The teaching
service is not as likely as other bodies to
react in this way, by virtue of the train-
ing and education the teachers have
received. Flurther, their professional
status is involved. The point is that they
did react, and the Minister knows this.

Mr. Lewis: Most of the better teachers
are reasonably satisfied.

Mr. Bickerton: They should be reason-
ably well treated.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: They were in agree-
ment with action taken. Let us leave it
at that.

Mr. Lewis: You did not tell rme what
you would have done.

Mr. H. Dl. EVANS: There seems to be
no purpose in referring to the series of
criticisms that I had wished to make in
connection with the crash course suggested
by the Minister and which has now been
suspended. However, in company with
other members on this side of the House
I will look forward with great interest to
seeing the exact detail of the emergency
courses that the Minister now proposes.

It is rather lamentable that not only
has a group in the community, such as
teachers, been aroused, but at this parti-
cular time in the educational history of
this State there are contributing difficulties
to the system that seem to have been over-

looked, although the Minister did refer to
one; namely, the increase in the school-
leaving age.

The second factor is the advent of the
Achievement Certificate. Both these
measures can be defended soundly on pure
educational principle, but to increase the
school-leaving age without due and proper
preparation is courting disaster, The type
of student who has to be compelled to stay
at school is a problem to himself as well
as to the school. If adequate and proper
preparation is not made for a suitable and
worth-while training, that student is wast-
ing his time. He becomes a source of upset
to those around him, because he simply
upsets the harmony and efficiency of the
school concerned. I doubt very much
whether adequate and full provision has
been made for an implementation of a
rise in the school-leaving age.

Mr. Lewis: Did you make any inquiries
on that point?

Mr. H. Di. EVANS: I did.
Mr. Lewis: The honourable member did?
Mr. H. D,. EVANS: At considerable

length and in many cases I found that the
courses are makeshift. Facilities for the
type of training necessary are just not
there.

One of the most revealing remarks
which came from the principals' confer-
ence of 1967 was made by a headmaster
on the verge of retirement. He was
reported to have said that he had seen
more changes in the education system of
this State in the three days of the con-
ference than he had seen in the entire
40 years of his teaching service. He was
referring, of course, to the inmplementa-
tion of the Achievement Certificate.

Briefly, the Achievement Certificate
brings with it a new concept which is
desirable as far as education in principle
is concerned. It allows each student to
proceed at his proper pace in an appro-
priate group. This, in itself, is highly de-
sirable, but it will mean a tremendous
adjustment in every school Into which it
is introduced. At the present time many
thousands of hours are being devoted to
the devising and implementation of this
course by educationalists throughout the
State. This work is being undertaken by
senior teachers, by principals, and by
officials of the department.

It is quite obvious that there is a need'
for clerical assistance to ensure that the
course runs smoothly and this has not
been provided in sufficient quantity. The
burden must fall on the teachers and this
is a burden which cannot be avoided if
a series of achievement tests are given each
year and the recording and assessment of
those tests, and the issuing of Interim
reports, is an integral part of the system.
This means that senior members of staff
will be devoted to almost routine clerical
matters, which are rather menial and triv-
ial by comparison with teaching. If this
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must be done, time will be spent on Its
implementation and, consequently, an In-
creased burden will be levied on some of
the better teachers of our department.

The Minister made a number of claims.
I tried to obtain information, by way of
interjection, with regard to the percentage
of State revenue which is spent on educa-
tion. The figure I have here was quoted by
the member for lvMaylands, who Is a reli-
able source, but I have also verified the
figure. It Is stated that Western Australia
spent 19 per cent, of its revenue on educa-
tion by comparison with the 28 per cent.
spent in New South Wales and Victoria.
It is not good enough, in those circum-
stances, for the Government to turn
round and say, "Look at the increased
amount of money we have spent."

Mr. Rushton: Are they the same basic
statistics?

Mr. H-. D. EVANS: The appropriate point
is what should have been spent. In this
regard, Western Australia is still behind
the leading States in this matter of ex-
penditure.

I think, when we are told how much the
expenditure on education has risen, it is
revealing to look at the matter in com-
parison with other figures. Last year's
Estimates provide this fairly readily. Once
again, if I might quote the Acting Minister,
he said that it was simply not possible for
the Government to make a sudden large
increase in its spending on education.

However, there is ample evidence to
show that this is done in other fields. For
example, the 1968-60 Revenue Estimates
show an increase in the Prisons Vote of
23.01 per cent.: in the Labour Vote -an
increase of 21.17 per cent.; Medical 16.3
per cent.; North-West 16.29 per cent.;
Native Welfare 16.2T per cent.; and so on
down the list to Education, which in-
creased by 10.23 per cent. So the argu-
ment which -was propounded is niot valid
when one looks at it in the light of com-
parison.

I wish now to show a comparison of the
expenditure on education from the national
income of Australia-and do not forget
that we are one of the lagging States, not
one of the more advanced-with the ex-
penditure by other countries. In Canada,
8.5 pier cent, of national income is spent
on education; in Denmark. 7.4 per cent.;
in Sweden, 1.3 per cent.-

Mr. Lewis: What do those countries in-
elude under the heading of Education?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: These figures are
taken from the UNESCO report.

Mr. Lewis: Yes, they could well be.
Mr. Cash: Those statistics are quite

wrong. You cannot compare them with
one another.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: If the member for
Mirrabooka does not mind, I will refer to
the UNESCO report rather than to him.
The figure for East Germany is 6.2 per

cent., but that is on the net income and
not the gross. The same applies with
Czechoslovakia, where the figure is 5.3 per
cent. And so we come down to Australia
with 4.3 per cent., leading Iceland, which
has 4.2 per cent., by a very short head.

Mr. Lewis: But what do they Include
under this heading of Education?

Mr. H. 1). EVANS: This is the expendi-
ture on education.

Mr. Lewis: Yes. The figures I gave you
concern the Education Department and do
not include a lot of other fields of educa-
tion which are sometimes included in the
figures of other countries. That is a very
important point.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Well, UNESCO is a
fair basis for comparison,

The SPEAKER: Order! Again, this has
nothing to do with the amendment before
the Chair. The honourable member will
keep) to the amendment.

Mr. H. D,. EVANS: Thank You. Mr.
Speaker. I think I have established that
the arguments raised by the Minister,
when viewed in their correct Perspective,
are not as valid as he would have us
believe. Accordingly, I support the amend-
ment moved by the Leader of the Op-
position that the Government is open to
censure on this matter.

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) [8.49 pm.):
I rise to speak against this amendment
because I cannot for the life of me see
anything valid about it whatsoever. It is
a most surprising amendment which makes
some rash and completely irresponsible
accusations against the Government. They
are utterly without foundation. Let us
have a look at the amendment. lit states
that the Government has failed completely
to recognise the deterioration in the Slate's
education system. Can anybody in his
wildest fit of imagination assume that
the Government has "failed completely to
reognise the deterioration in the State's
education system?"

What deterioration? I want to know what
deterioration has Occurred. In my opinion
the education system in this State has not
deteriorated one bit. The amendment
further states that the Government has
allowed the education system to fall into
a deplorable state. This is completely and
utterly wrong. There Is no foundation for
that statement. From my observation our
education system is going along extremely
well.

Several members interjected.
Mr. DUNN: I am concerned with what

I have to say, and I admit that our educa-
tion system does have problems. Anybody
with a sense of rationalism would agree
that there are problems in education, just
as there are problems in transport and
other functions in this State. One of our
biggest problems is the approach of the
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Opposition in Its surreptitious attack on a
Minister who is trying to do a good job,
and on a Government which is doing a
good Job. I for one will not accept for a
moment the accusations that have been
levelled against the Government.

A member: What has the outcome of
the attempt been?

Mr. DUNN: Nothing yet. I cannot accepii
this situation, but I am prepared to say
that there are problems in education. How-
ever the loose use of the word "crisis" in
something applying to our State is com-
pletely and utterly irresponsible, because
there is no Crisis, There are Problems, as
there are in regard to any functions or
operations which take place In our State.

Mr. Lewis: Problems of growth.
Mr. DUNN: Yes, that is quite so. The

Problems with which the Education De-
partment is faced are real, but nobody
can possibly accuse the Minister or the
Government of not acknowledging they
are there; nor has the Minister stepped
away from the challenge. I would say that
he has proved himself capable of handling
the situation.

Let us have a look at the situation which
exists today. I am quite sure that the
Leader of the Opposition must be a TRip
van Winkle. He must have gone to sleep
when he was in Government and then
woken up at this particular time, because
it is propitious to attack the Government
in some way or another. In the years when
the Opposition was in Government-and
the Leader of the Opposition can correct
me if I an- wrong about this, or deny it
if he wants to-the Education Department
on one occasion dismissed 50 teachers
because the Treasury did not have enough
money to pay them. If I am wrong let
the Leader of the Opposition say so and
somebody else might be able to check what
he says.

However, this is the situation which ob-
tained when the Treasury was in a very
sad state, and not in the healthy state it
is in today. One may say that that Gov-
ernment was still going through the after-
math of war, but let me tell members this:
the Government which is in Power today
set about putting this State in order when
it took office, because at that time the
State was stagnant.

Mr. Jamieson: Because it had been
sabotaged by the Minister for Industrial
Development.

Mr. DUNN: As everbody well knows, te
situation at that time was a very poor one
indeed, and the Government was faced with
a tremendous task when it took office. How-
ever, it tackled the Job and it has done
it extremely well. Nobody can say that
we have not had our growing Pains. Of
course we have, but we are moving all the
time in a state of progress A comparison
of figures throughout the Commonwealth

will Prove that this State is moving ahead
better than any other State. We have pro-
blems because we are growing so quickly,
and we should see that our Education
Department and Minister for Education
can get on with the job Instead of being
attacked constantly.

When In politics, a person can expect to
be attacked from time to time: that is one
of the hazards of the game which we are
prepared to accept. However, I am also
prepared to stand behind our Government
and our Minister on this issue and I in-
tend to do so.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Has your Government
met all educational demands?

Mrt. DUNN: I regard that question as
completely trite. Does the honourable
member suggest that had his party been
in Government it would have met all
educational demands? Of Course it would
not have done so! I am concerned with
the way this Government is meeting them
and is fronting up to them and handling
them; and as time progresses we will prove
once again-as we have done already-
that we are quite capable of handling the
situation and that there is no deteriora-
tion.

We all know that there have been some
crises in the world situation. Last year
when I was overseas I planned to visit
New York, but I cancelled the trip because
all the teachers were out on strike, and
had been for eight weeks. I was advised
it was not a very nice place to go to at
that time, and so I went elsewhere. That
was a crisis, but we have not got anything
like that here, and I am sure I am- speak-
ing on behalf of all the teachers in this
State when I say that they are quite
cap~able of looking after themselves. If
the situation does. get to a point where
there could be a crisis, the teachers of our
State will stand up and make sure that
there will be no crisis. I am quite satis-
fied about that.

Now let us have a look at the situation
in our State. We have moved along at a
tremendous rate. I am not going to be
sucked in by this business of comparing
figures with other countries, because some
figures should not be compared as they
are based on completely different irrelevant
principles.

A member: Because they show us up
badly.

Mr.' DUNN: Twenty years ago 81 per
cent. of our Budget was spent on educa-
tion. Ten years ago it was 121 per cent.,
and today it is 20 per cent. These are
figures of real progress. It is not a bad
effort, is it?

Mr. Davies: Where did your figures come
from?

Mr. DUNN: From a very authoritative
source. The Minister for Industrial
Development gave them to me.
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Several members interjected.
Mr. DUNN: They are far more auth-

oritative than those quoted from the
opposite benches.

Mr. Davies: They do not agree with the
figures of the Minister for Education. You
ought to talk to him.

Mr. DUNN: In 10 years the number of
children in Government schools has risen
from 111,000 to 161,000; an increase of
45 per cent.

Mr. Bertram: That is the figure we
wanted.

Mr. DUNN: During the same period the
rest of Australia experienced an increase
of 37 per cent., so members can see that
we are well ahead of the rest of Australia.
In the 10 years we increased the Educa-
tion Department Vote from $15,800,000 to
$46,400,000; an increase of 194 per cent.
If we widen the definition of education to
include tertiary education and other ac-
tivities such as kindergartens and slow
learning children, etc., the increase is 207
per cent.

Now let us have a look at what is taking
place in regard to the building of schools.
I can remember that just before I was
elected to Parliament there was a problem
regarding schools inasmuch as there were
no septic systems. At that time we were
raising loans through local government in
order to install the septic systems.

Mr. Brady: They did not have any water
at the Forrestfield School.

Mr. DUNN: No, but they have it now.
Mr. Brady: The Country Party helped

you with that one.
Mr. DUNN: Yes, I will not deny that,

and I am grateful for it. Since 1959 the
expenditure on school building has risen
from $3,300,000, to $9,000,000; an increase
of 174 per cent. So we can see that the
Government has not been tardy in its
approach to the problems associated with
the provision of classrooms and the educa-
tion of teachers. Let us be well reminded
of the fact that we have other Problems
to compete with in this State beside those
of education, and the moment a country
starts to progress like our State is, then
it Is only sensible to realise that problems
will be encountered.

But let mec hasten to add that it is surely
better to have those problems associated
with the development of the State rather
than to have these associated with a state
of depression. I think the Opposition
should hanK its head in shame to even
dream of Producing an amendment of this
nature. As I said at the outset, it is com-
pletely irrational and it does not represent
sane and sensible thinking. It completely
holds to ridicule the whole of the Opposi-
tion benches.

The amendment certainly makes no im-
pact whatsoever on this Government or on
the way it is handliiw another one of its

many problems which, as I said before,
have been borne out of progress and the
rapid development of the State. Thank
goodness we have these problems.

Mr. H. D. Evans: But what about the
teachers?

Mr. DUNN: Let me tell the member for
Warren that the teachers themselves have
their problems just as we all do. I hasten
to say, however, that from my observation
there is a small group which is aggravating
this problem.

Mr. Davies: Communists again?
Mr. DUNN: The honourable member is

the one who said it and if he likes to be-
lieve that, he may do so.

Mr. Davies: Say it if you believe it.
Mr. DUNN: I would not have the same

knowledge of this matter that is possessed
by the honourable member.

Mr. Jamieson: That is obvious.
Mr. navies: You have been mixed up

with them.
Mr. DUNN: I have never been mixed up

with them at any stage.
Mr. Graham: You have been mixed up.
Mr. DUNN: The problems associated

with education are not Peculiar to Western
Australia or to Australia, they are prob-
lems which exist throughout the world. It
is quite true that there are teachers who
leave here to go to Canada.

On the other hand, and as the Minister
said in his speech earlier this evening,
there are people who come to us from
other countries. While I was overseas I
had an opportunity to discuss this with
many People from many countries and
they all acknowledged that there is a
brain drain going on in all the countries of
the world today. If it is possible and
within the means of one country to attract
qualified personnel from another country
it has no hesitation In doing so.

Not all the folk who leave here and go
to Canada enjoy themselves. I spoke to
Canadian delegates at the C.P.A. confer-
ence and I was told that in many in-
stances the teachers from here were sent
to schools to which their own teachers
would not go.

Accordingly, it would be interesting to
obtain the full reaction of the people who
go from here to Canada, to see whether
they are happy in having done so. In any
case there is no great harm in this, because
it is sensible for people to travel if they
have the means to do so; it gives them an
opportunity to broaden their know-
ledge. I am sure, however, that a num-
ber of them will come back to Western
Australia in the firm belief that this State
is the most beneficial State in the world
for the people who comprise it.

From my observation and experience I
would say without equivocation that we
have here the greatest asset of all time
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and we are doing the best we can with it
-1 am now talking about the Government
and the people.

If the Opposition wants to have a go at
us it should do something more concrete
and more positive. There is no harm for
us to be positively challenged but it is
certainly ludicrous for the Opposition to
put forward the amendment it has. It is
certainly one which I cannot support.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockbhurn) [9.4 p.m.]; I
would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the member for Warren on his
contribution to this debate. I can only say
it is unfortunate that the time is not avail-
able for us to incorporate in this motion
of Censure a broader discussion on educa-
tion. I amn sure the House would have been
enlightened if we had been given an oppor-
tunity to speak on the broader issue of
education rather than confine ourselves to
the facts and figures with which we have
been regaled from the other side of the
House.

Rather than repeat the remarks made
earlier from this side in condemnation of
the deterioration that has taken place in
the State's education system. I would like
to complement them by taking up the
challenge of the last speaker and reducing
what I have here to some figuires; to take
the matter to the grass roots and not Just
refer to the cost and the relative figures.
Let us consider the class situation and see
what we can produce. The headings I have
made, refer to headmasters in schools, and
the number of changes; teachers and the
number of changes; examples of the num-
ber of teac-hers for regraded classes;,
problems of migrant children; problems in
new schools; problems of specific schools,
and construction.

I have had seven new schools in my
electorate in the last eight years and in
almost all of these schools we have had a
succession of headmnasters from year to
year. This is a departmental ruling and
I will accept it as normal progression as
the schools grow. The amendment refers
to the deterioration that has been taking
place in the State's education system and
the consequent serious adverse effects upon
pupils, teachers, and Parents. Under the
current policy in most of the schools in My
electorate a new headmaster arrives each
year.

Mr. Lewis: This is an indication of the
growth we have been talking about; of the
promotion we have mentioned.

Mr. TAYLO)R: It is promotion and
growth so far as figures are concerned,
but it represents a deterioration so far as
human relationship is concerned, particu-
larly when compared with what has been
the case in the past. The more schools
that are built and the quicker they grow
the more problems are experienced; each
one creates its own Problem,

Mrt. Lewis: Would you deny that promo-
tion to the headmaster?

Mr. TAYLOR: I 'will, cover this point
later In relation to the new schools, and if
I miss doing so I hope the M1inister will
interject. In the case of the school at
Spearwood we find that in 1967 it had
seven teachers, not one of whom remains
today; all are new teachers. Three of the
seven teachers resigned, three were trans-
ferred, including the headmaster and his
wife, and one was dismissed, If this is
not something reasonably new In our edu-
cation system, I do not know what is. I
may say there was a certain amount of
continuity In the past.

Mr. Lewis: There was no growth then.

Mr. TAYLOR: We believe there has
been a deterioration In the education
system so far as the teachers are con-
cerned, the students are concerned, and
the parents are concerned, and this situa-
tion has been brought about by the state
of affairs to which I have referred. The
Spearwood School has had three head-
masters in three years. and some of the
Grade 5 and 6 children have had seven
teachers In six months. I must be fair,
however, and say that in some cases the
teachers were away for one or two days
and others came in to relieve.

Mr, Lewis: Many were away because of
influenza.

Mr. TAYLOR: This is always happen-
ing.

Mr. Rushton: How many of those seven
were due to transfers, sickness, and so on?

Mr. TAYLOR: The first one stayed until
April and then resigned; the second came
in as a supply teacher and left when an-
other new teacher was appointed. And
then, as a result of a reshuffle and re-
grading of classrooms, we had two supply
teachers who filled In until a new teacher
came in to replace them. Apart from this
there was one full-time teacher which
brought the number up to seven In six
months.

At the beginning of the year there was a
certain number of classrooms and a certain
number of teachers, but the situation de-
veloped where we were losing teachers--
where we were short of teachers-.and we
were having to draw on people whom we
would not normally use as teachers. In
that same school there is a lass whom we
will call Janice who has had eight teachers.
There is another lass whom we will call
Wave who, in 1967, had one teacher; in
1968 another teacher; and in 1969 she had
five teachers, three of whom were supply
teachers.

Mr. Lewis: This is not desirable, but
how can one avoid it?

Mr. TAYLOR: In 1964 a particular
teacher taught 25 children in Grades 3-4
in the Calista School; in 1955 he taught
33 children in Grades 3-4; in 1966 he
taught 37 children in Grades 4-5; and he
taught 48 children for two weeks in 1967.

III
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Mr. Rushton: For how long was that
done?

Mr. TAYLOR: For two weeks. The
superintendent decided this was too many
children to teach so he dropped It to 42.
In the last six weeks 44 children were
taught in Grades 3 and 4.

Mr. Lewis: How long did they stay?
Mr. TAYLOR: I have not gone that far.

But the number grew to 50 before a re-
shuffle occurred. For the first two weeks
48 children were taught; for the next 32
weeks it grew from 42 to 50; and in the
final six weeks it was 44.

The Minister will be aware that there
was to have been a deputation in which
I would have been involved. These figures
which I have quoted of the numbers of
children taught from 1964 to 1967 which
ranged from 26 to 50 certainly indicate a
deterioration in the position.

Mr. Lewis: It is not a deterioration, it
Is evidence of growth in some areas. it
is also evidence that the department Is
doing something about it.

Mr. TAYLOR: This was done at the
last moment. As I have already said we
have had a situation where students have
had three, four, six, seven, and in one
case eight teachers in a year.

Mr. Lewis: How do You avoid that?
Mr. TAYLOR: By forward planning.

Reference was made to the Leader of the
Opposition and his Government and Its
education policy, and mention was also
made of iron ore and other minerals. It
was also said that there was a certain
amount of unemployment and that there
was a teacher shortage at the time. But
the Labor Government implemented a
system under which it took certain indi-
viduals and gave them a three-year course
including one year at the University.
Others were given a two-year course.
I was one of those who was privileged in
this respect and I was granted a three-
year course at the University.

By comparison with the other States
we were a poor State at the time and yet
the Labor Government of the day was
able to implement a three-year teacher
training course in order that the number
of teachers might be sufficient to assist
the post war children who were coming
through. If this could be done In those
days how can the present Government
make the claim it has?

I would now like to refer to the Orelia
School, where one man had to teach 43
children. This Particular teacher taught
Grades 1 to 7 which comprised 43 cl-
dren. Six classrooms were built for the
school at Orelia, in my electorate: there
were three teachers appointed but there
were no students. BY the time the
students were available the three teachers
had gone and the headmaster was left to
teach 43 students. There is not a single

school where a teacher would have to
cope with 43 children while at the same
time running his school with seven grades.
If that is not deterioration, I1 do not know
what is.

The second point is that a situation has
been reached at the school where it now
has two teachers, one having four grades
and the other three. That is not a satis-
factory situation-75 students for just two
teachers.

Mr. Lewis: There are 75 now?
Mr. TAYLOR: No, the Minister has

picked me correctly, as the number of
students is just under 75 and the school
is waiting for that magic figure of 75
because then it will be given a new
teacher.

Mr. Lewis: They will not have to wait
for 75.

Mr. TAYLOR: In the morning I ill
advise some of the parents of the Min-
ister's remark.

Mr. Lewis: Fair enough.
Mr. TAYLOR: Let us look at how some

of the figures in regard to the reduction of
class sizes have been worked out. Before
I refer to that matter, I want to mention
the position in regard to one other school.
I refer to the South Coogee School where
there are five classrooms and 204 Pupils,
making an average of 41 per class. Of the
pupils attending this school, 25 Per cent.
are Australian, 25 per cent. are from the
United Kingdom, and 50 per cent. are of
Italian-Yugoslav extraction. Here we have
an instance of an average of 41 children
per classroom and yet we are told this is
a State on the move.

Mr. Lewis: In 1959 over 50.8 per cent. of
the classes had over 41 children in them.

Mr. TAYLOR: The method used for the
reduction of class sizes is for the superin-
tendant to do it himself. In 1968 a teacher
was told his class of 44 students was over-
loaded. The superintendent made the
point to him that as he considered his class
to be overloaded, he would take some stu-
dents from a lower grade and send a few
to another grade. The result was instead
of a straight class of 44, he had Grades
6 and 7; 33 Grade 6 and seven Grade
7. making a total of 40, despite the fact
that he considered a straight class of 44
was overloaded. Is that not detrimental
to the State, the teacher, and education?

Mr. Lewis: In all three cases?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am a teacher and the
Minister is not: and I will back mY own
judgment.

Mr. Lewis: I am not a teacher, but I
take my advice from people in the depart-
ment who have been teaehers--and good
teachers too. They deny that it is any
worse for the youngsters. Grades do not
mean so much nowadays.
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Mr. TAYLOR: A straight class of 50
would be easier to teach than a mixed class
of 40 children because in the latter case
two lots of programmes would have to
be Prepared and two lots would have to
be supervised.

In May 1969 when a new teacher arrived
it was necessary to balance out classes
and we bad the situation where a teacher
had a mixed class of 4th and 5th grades.
Twelve Grade 4 students were taken out
of one class, nine Grade 5 students came
in from another class, and five students
from another. What sort of effect does
this have on children? This is important.
This year when the certain magic figure
was reached within that school and a new
teacher arrived, the headmaster had to
balance down. He had to take 12 students
out of one class, 19 out of another, and
9 from another.

Mr. Lewis: He was grouping according
to ability. Didn't they do that in your
day? They do it nowadays.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister for Works
was a school teacher and I wish he would
support me on this argument.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Conditions are
much better now than they were when I
was teaching.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am giving concrete ex-
amples to support the amendment and the
general figures which were given.

Mr. Lewis: What effect does this have
on children?

Mr. TAYLOR: Regrettably a lot. I said
last night in this place that we debate
changes, but not the human consequences.
I only wish the Minister for Industrial
Development could tell us by equation the
cost of keeping a child at school an extra
year and what that child would contribute
to the gross national product as a, result.
I wish he could supply us with some proof
as to whether a child would be happier
and take his place more easily in society
and learn more easily in a class of 30
instead of a class of 50.

1 would be glad to have this information
as we would then be able to have a higher
standard of debate in regard to this change.

Mr. Lewis: Do you deny that we are
working towards lower classes all the time?

Mr. TAYLOR: No, but we have a situa-
tion which the Opposition claims is not
satisfactory.

Mr. Lewis: In other words, we are not
going quickly enough?

Mr. TAYLOR: Let us have a look at the
problems of new schools. I have had
seven schools in my electorate, which has
grown over the last few years.

Mr. Lewis: You did pretty well.

Mr. TAYLOR: A headmaster goes into
a new school at which the grounds have
to be established, and a parents and citi-

zens' association has to be established, as
well as a library. He is at the school for
one year only. goes out, and in comes a
new headmaster. He knows in the first
year that the Government subsidy for the
lowest grade of school is sufficient to meet
a certain requirement. He knows, the de-
partment knows, and the Government
knows that within a matter of three or
four years that school will be Grade I or
Grade IA.

I know from figures that have been sup-
plied to me and from records that are
available the number of houses likely to
be built in these areas. Let us look at
Orella. Started this year, and at the
moment under construction, are something
like 400 homes; and at the present time
seven to eight children are arriving at
that school each week. The headmaster
estimates that every five weeks he will have
to have another teacher. This is the
school which has just under the magic
number of '75 students. Members can
imagine the situation in that school to
which, in the next five weeks, another
teacher will be appointed and everybody
will be reshuffled to make room for that
teacher; and the same thing will happen
again in the following five weeks.

Mr. Lewis: Would You suggest we put on
extra classrooms and appoint extra
teachers now?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister would know
that there are four empty classrooms at the
moment. While I agree that there would
be an extra cost in providing additional
teachers, I believe in all sincerity that in
a growing industrial area it would pay
handsomely from the State's point of view
for teachers to commence with classes of
20, if it was known that by the end of
the year, because of growing employment
at the nickel refinery, which is being de-
veloped, the classes would by then be full.
If this were possible we would maintain a
higher standard of education.

What sort of perplexity would the child-
ren be in at the end of the year with so
many children coming from overseas and
new kiddies in the classroom every day?
There are six classrooms there now. I do
believe the cost is well worth while, and
because this is not being done, the situa-
tion fits our amendment, which is that
there is a deteriorating situation.

Mr. Lewis: That would not obviate a
reshuffle. They would still have to be
grouped in with another classroom, just
the same.

Mr. TAYLOR: There were seven classes
with one teacher. This has now been
changed to four with one and three with
another. The Minister has just intimated
that a new teacher is on the way to the
school. Straightaway there must be a
reshuffle. There are seven and eight
children per week arriving at the school,
week after week, and this can be foretold.
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Mr. Lewis: What school Is this?
Mr. TAYLOR: Orelia. It has happened

at Calista, Spearwood, South Coolbellup,
East Coolbeilup, and Coolbellup. After
all these years of development and mare
classrooms. I maintain that the present
level of education for the child is pos-
sibly lower than it was in the days when
we were at school because we at least
had continuity of teachers.

Mr. Lewis: Do you call more classrooms
a deterioration?

Mr. TAYLOR: No. I am not talking
about dollars and statistics; I1 am talking
about the human problem In regard to
the child himself.

Let us look at the situation concern-
ing the opening of schools at the begin-
ning of the year. On the 28th August
last year I asked the Minister-

Will at least two new classrooms
be constructed at the new Spearwood
School this year to meet the needs
of anticipated new enrolments in
1969?

The Minister replied-
No. The present accommodation

consists of six rooms on the new site
and four on the old, which will be
more than ample for the anticipated
enrolment.

The next day I asked the Minister-
(1) Is it anticipated at this stage that

students will be accommodated in
the old Spearwood School in
1969?

(2) if "Yes." how many classes?
The Minister replied-

(1) It is possible that some classes
will be accommodated at the old
school.

(2) The number of students and
classes will be dependent upon
actual enrolmnents in 1909.

That is fair enough. The department had
the figures of those who would be there.
The children were directed from the old
Spearwood School to a new school some
miles away. By the end of the year the
numbers had grown until the first day of
this year there were something like two
classrooms spilling over in the new school
and the school was Just not prepared for
them. A new headmaster had arrived, but
the department had known six months be-
forehand because the old headmaster had
sent in the figures, However the children
were unaccomniodated and it took several
days before the old School was cleaned up
and set up readyv to cater for the children.

Mr. Lewis: I think you will appreciate
that at the beginning of the year, with
all the best research, it is not possible to
accurately assess the situation.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not accept that for a
moment. The second school is at South
Coolbellup. I asked questions concerning

this, and the incoming principal asked
questions up to a week beforehand, but
we were informed that it would be
finished. When school was ready to com-
mence at the beginning of the year., two
classrooms were out under the gum trees
and there they remained. Buses were
finally organised to take the children three
miles to the empty classrooms in the so-
recently vacated school.

That is the second instance. Am I to
accept that this is another problem of
growth and that the education standard
with regard to teachers, parents, and
students, is not deteriorating?

let us look at the problems of next year
for the Spearwood School. At the moment
the class sizes are as high as the Min-
ister would like them to be. I pause at that
particular point. The Minister has advised
he is going to build four new rooms for
next year. I was given by the local shire
the figures concerning flats and dwellings
under construction, those approved, and
those to be constructed in the next two
months. I have included those to be con-
structed in the next two months because
this will give the number of houses which
could be finished and occupied by Fleb-
ruary; and I think this is a reasonable
assessment.

The number of houses and flats which
are Completed but not occupied, and those
f or which approval has been granted, but
have not been started, totals 250, Four
extra classrooms will cope with only 160.

Mr. Lewis: Do you know of any other
schools envisaged for the area?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, indeed. Right after
this example 1 shall deal with them. We
will have a situation in Spearwood next
Year where there will be children from
280 new dwellings plus the normal increase
from those houses already in the area,
and they will occupy 160 spaces in four
classrooms. To compound the absurdity of
the situation, the plan for this particular
school is to build a cluster type develop-
ment. The number planned Is six class-
rooms but to save money, four only are to
be built with a gap between the walls for
two more to be added subsequently. The
cost obviously to add those two later on-
which must be only months later-must be
higher than to build them all at the one
time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I must
draw the attention of the honourable
member to the fact that we are discussing
the deterioration of the education system.
We are getting on to building plans and
schemes, and money, and everything else.
I have so far given members a fair scope,
but must draw the line now.

Mr TAYLOR: I accept your ruling, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. However, I wonder if I
might again try to make these points with-
out giving the details, because I do believe
they are concerned with this amendment.
The Government has failed completely to
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recognise the deterioration that has taken
place. I believe that if I can show there
will be a shortage of accommodation next
year, this will indicate completely that the
Government is failing to recognise the
deterioration which has taken place.

With Your permission, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. I will condense my remarks and
repeat the reference to the situation at the
Spearwood School, where it is anticipated
there will be 250 children next year, but
there will be only 160 spaces. The adjac-
ent school is at South Coogee where there
are five classrooms with 204 pupils, an
average of 41. The Minister has advised
that one classroom is to be constructed and
my research shows that at least 64 dwel-
lings, and possibly another 53, will be
completed by the end of the year.

Obviously, at that particular school there
will be at least one classroom short at the
beginning of next year. As far as Orella. is
concerned, six classrooms have been erec-
ted. However, with a new class arriving
every five weeks, and present figures show-
ing that '790 blocks will be developed, that
school could well be overcrowded before
the end of next year. There are no plans,
at the moment, to add to the school.

To make my point that the situation is
deteriorating, at the grass root level, I
shall refer to the Kwinana High School. I
asked the Minister what construction was
to take place. Ten units are to be built
and there will be an increase of 300 stud-
ents. Some classes are fourth year and
need certain extra areas. The situation.
briefly, is that 37 classes have* to be fitted
into 33 units next year. This school has
12 demountable classrooms, and if any
member can point to another high school
-or any school-with 12 demountable
classrooms, I will be surprised. If that is
not an instance of deterioration, I do not
know what is.

Mr. Lewis: It is not deterioration; it is
a temporary measure until the new hi1gh
school is erected.

Mr. TAYLOR: I only wish the Minister
for Works was Present because I under-
stand that possibly a case of gross negli-
gence occurred between the two depart-
ments for this situation to develop. I
believe it was a human error.

Mr. Lewis: It was not negligence; it was
forward Planning. There is to be a new
high school, so what is the use of putting
up permanent classrooms?

Mr. TAYLOR: There will be an increase
of 220 pupils who will have to fit into
three classrooms. Those are the figures
supplied to me. A new high school is over-
due at Rockingham, and I do not see why
this school should have 12 demountable
classrooms. It would appear that 37 classes
are to go into 33 rooms at the beginning
of next year.

I believe this is a deterioration of the
education system. It is detrimental to the
pupils and the teachers, and it has an
adverse effect upon the parents. This is
the subject of our amendment.

In conclusion, the Minister must realise
that he has a very upset teaching profes-
sion. I take my hat off to teachers at
schools like Kwinana where they do a6
tremendous job. I also compliment the
students. The comment by the Minister
that the Commonwealth Government
should have to make finance available does
not answer the query. If we have students
sitting outside of the classrooms I do not
see how this Government, or any Govern-
ment, can blame the Commonwealth. Is
there nothing else which can be pruned
so that students do not have to sit outside?
I have given three examples. The com-
ment that the Commonwealth must come
to the party can be accepted to a point.
But when it comes to a matter of person-
alities, rooms must be Provided for the
students.

Referring to teacher training, I made
my point in answer to an interjection
earlier. I made the Point that in 1956
this so-called rundown State was able to
foresee a teacher shortage and arranged
for three-year courses in order to train
people. I make the point because I believe
it was a tremendously worth-while scheme.
Of seven or eight persons who trained with
me under that scheme, one who was a
fitter and turner is now a research officer;
two are at the Teachers' Training College
lecturing; one is an assistant art director
-he was a farmer; and I myself have
reached the floor of this House. Another
is a member on the Government side in
the other House.

The system I have mentioned worked
under a Labor Government. Then the
University fees were £4 a subject. It gave
people like myself an opportunity to make
the grade, but I do not think it can be
done in this State at this Particular time.

I believe that I have given, at grass
root level, examples to support the amend-
ment and the general case outlined by the
leader of my party, and other speakers.
I support the amendment.

MR. TF. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) (9.37
p.m.]: Those of us who elect to support,
and to speak to, this amendment to the
Address-in-Reply motion, are charged with
the obligation of showing that the Govern-
ment has failed completely to recognise
something. That something, the amend-
ment claims, is a deterioration which is
taking place in the State's education sy's-
tem; a deterioration which has allowed
the system to fail into a deplorable state
with consequent serious adverse effects on
pupils, teachers, and Parents.
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In speaking to this amendment, and in
supporting it, I am conscious that on this
side of the House I follow an e-Minister
for Education and two very competent and
highly qualified and sound ex-education-
alists.

Mr. Lewis: D~o not be modest about it.
Mr. T. D. EVANS: Those speakers have

shown Quite clearly that there are prob-
lems in our education system today. The
Minister and one other Government
speaker, and one or two others on the Gov-
erment side of the House, by a series of
interjections, have tried to link the prob-
lems with the growth of our State.

I would like to examine this conflict in
another light. To do this I would look
at education as being a process much like
being in a small boat and rowing upstream
against the current. Not to move forward
in such a situation is obviously to slip back.
To move forward is one thing; to slip back
is quite disturbing.

If this happens--and it has happened in
the Government's charge and responsi-
bility to educate the future citizens of this
State-then it is calamitous. But I am
not prejudging the Government at this
stage. I want to examine its record clearly
and arrive at a conclusion by this process.

We may well ask-as I am sure members
of the public in Western Australia, are
doing-just what course is the good ship
education following in this State at the
present time? If any member of the pub-
lic had been able to ignore or, by some
means, had remained completely oblivious
to the campaign waged in recent months
by the Teachers Union of this State, surely
he would have been rocked into stark
reality had he glanced at the cover of the
August edition of The W.A. Teachers'
Journal. The cover of that Journal fea-
tured a reprint of the first page of The
W.A. T'eachers' Journal of the 10th July,
1920. A letter to the editor appeared in
that reprint. If one reads the letter, one
will readily conclude that it was not writ-
ten in 1920 or published for the first time
in the journal of that year, because it
carries the signature of the well-known
author and novelist, H. G. Wells.

The words in that letter were of great
significance in 1920 following the teachers'
strike, but they are of equal, if not greater,
significance today in the light of the cam-
paign that has been waged by the Teach-
ers Union in recent months. Over the
name of this redoubtable author H. G.
Wells, we find these words penned-

General education is the foundation
of modern civilised community; every-
thing else rests on that-public peace1economic prosperity, progress, health.
You Cannot have that foundation safe
and sure unless you have a much
larger staff of able teachers Per thou-
sand pupils and unless You maintain
the general quality and vigour of those
teachers by fair and sufficient pay.

Underneath this letter the question, "49
Years of Progress?" appears in darker type.
Of course, that question was asked by the
present executive of the Teachers Union.
I mention, incidentally, that H. C. Wells
was the author of that fascinating novel
The Time Machine.

Mr. O'Neil: Science fiction!
Mr. T. D. EVANS: Have times changed

since this letter was penned by H. 0.
Wells, reprinted in The W.A. Teachers'
Journal of 1920, and reprinted again In
The W.A. Teachers' Journal in August this
year? I claim that the Government has
failed to move forward in the process of
education if it says, "No, times have not
changed. These problems are always with
us." Education is a process whereby one
must keep moving forward. Not to move
forward is obviously to slip back.

This evening we have heard some of
these problems analysed. Mention has
been made of teachers' salaries; of the
monetary reward of teachers. We heard
the Minister speak, by way of rejoinder,
to the allegation that class loads are
causing discontent In the teaching pro-
fession. However, we heard no mention
from the Minister with regard to the
obvious discontent which is caused by
makeshift classrooms and by substandard
classrooms in some of the goldfields'
schools. There has been no attempt by
the Government to do anything about this
problem. Further, the Government has
not answered the call of teachers for more
and better houses, particularly in country
centres.

The Minister claims that these problems
are problems of growth, and that the Gov-
ernment Itself Is responsible for such
growth. If the Government likes to claim
the credit for the growth it must also
accept the blame for not being able to
cope with the consequences of growth.
If it has not been able to cope with such
consequences, obviously It must stand
charged and be shown guilty of the in-
dictment of having allowed our educa-
tional system to deteriorate firstly to the
disadvantage of the pupil, secondly, of the
teacher, and in the end result, of the
parents and taxpayers of this community.

I consider that other matters are caus-
ing concern to the teaching profession.
For a long time teachers have been an
inspired group of loyal workers. No-one
would know this better than the Minister
for Housing and his colleague, the Min-
ister for Works. Teachers have been en-
deavouring to obtain the status of a pro-
fession. Theirs is a calling but it Is also
a- profession. Are they any closer to
attaining this status now than they were
10 years ago when the present Govern-
ment took charge of the education port-
folio?'.

The member for Warren clearly indi-
cated that in this affluent society things
are measured by their value. I suppose
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that no lesser standard Would apply to a
teacher. If one wishes to see how suc-
cessful one is, one looks to the amount
of monetary reward one receives, not only
for one's efforts in teaching but also for
the preparation that goes Into the work
and the long hours of study that have
obviously been devoted to acquire the
ability and the right to teach our young
citizens. Why should there be such con-
cern about teachers who leave the teach-
Ing profession in Western Australia and
go elsewhere?

I Will be the first to admit that any
movement in monetary reward in the
private sector today is obviously due to the
growth of this State, and if one looks at
private industry today one finds that
saiaries and wages are soaring. Yet, in
comparison, the monetary reward for a
band of loyal and devoted servants in this
State has remained stagnant. If this is
not so, why did the Government finally
give in to the persistent and constant
demands by the Teachers Union for a
review of salaries to be made not on the
1st January, 1970, and, be payable then
but for the review to be made now?

The Government has clearly failed to
realise the consequences of such growth,
and if it has, it stands charged either with
being disinterested or dishonest because
of an attempt to try to capitalise on these
loyal servants who, by their conditions of
service, can be relied upon to continue with
their teaching and to provide education on
the cheap. On page 259 of the July, 1969,
issue Of The W.A. Teachers' Journal one
will find a. very interesting article. It is a
reprint of the correspondence from the
Education Department to the Teachers
Union. It reads as follows:-

When curriculum commuittees are
formed, invitations are extended to
teachers to become members of a com-
mittee. Invitations are issued to
teachers in metropolitan schools and
the Department believes that most
teachers are prepared to devote their
time, efforts, and travelling expenses,
freely to the work of curriculum
revision. In the past, some teachers,
for personal reasons, have preferred
not to work on the curriculum com-
mittee, and any teacher who feels that
attendance at the meetings will involve
him in expenses which he is not pre-
pared to outlay himself, should not
accept the invitation to Join the com-
mittee.

The reference given there is "(EC3J) ."

The heading given to that article by the
editor of this journal is: "Those Who
Work Should Also Pay." This seems to be
the attitude of the Government; that is, its
policy, whilst it is able to do so, is to get
education on the cheap. The taxpayer is
providing money for education and it would
appear that, overall, this money has not
filtered through to the benefit of the

teachers, pupils, and, in the long run, the
parents and the taxpayer. If "those who
work should also pay" is the policy of the
Government, it is also possible that it
believes in that extract from John Milton's
great work, Paradise Lost; namely, "They
also serve who only stand and wait."

I am sure that whilst teachers are pre-
pared to serve they are not prepared to
wait too long and I forecast they will not
wait for any salary increase after 1971.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) (9.54
p.m.]: I would like to add one or two
words to this debate, because I think the
members of the Opposition have forgotten
the conditions that pertained to teacher
housing when they were in office. In those
times there was no authority to approach
to have houses erected for teachers. In-
stead, they were sent into the country and
were expected to find their own board and
lodging. That was the situation then, but
today there is a different complexion alto-
gether. Very few teachers are not housed.

I made a survey through my electorate
and I will now quote the questions that
were posed and some of the answers that
were given. The first question asked was:
How many teachers have inadequate hous-
ing? And among the answers the follow-
Ing appeared:-

All are housed.
Nil. Newly appointed single male

teachers have the greatest bother in
this respect,

These are the answers that have come
haphazardly to the question posed.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Who answered the
questions?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They were ad-
dressed to the parents and citizens' asso-
ciations, but some were answered by the
headmasters. The answers continue-

Nil. Headmaster housed comfortably
in G.EM.A.

Headmaster. A good house but only
two bedrooms and a sleepout. This
house is too small for a headmaster
who has a wife and four teenage
children ... all of whom live at home.

These are the answers that have been sup-
plied in regard to teacher housing.

On the question of classrooms, there was
a paragraph worded, "More classrooms are
needed" and under this heading the fol-
lowing comments were received:-

Nil-at this time.
Rather. Three new classrooms to re-

place prefab and demountable.
Not at present or in the Immediate

future.
Nil.
None at present.

Mr. Jamieson: But you must realise that
you represent a decadent area.
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: The member for
Belmont should ask the Minister for Hous-
Ing whether this is correct. I cannot get
enough houses for my district, so it cannot
be very decadent. The situation I have
outlined is the current one and I ask mem-
bers to compare it with the situation that
existed many years ago. One or two of
these points may bring home to Opposition
members the true story.

I will now refer to the situation that
was created in my electorate in 1957 when
a large article and a photograph appeared
in the Weekend Mail. That photograph
depicted the boys at the school removing
the nightsoil from the toilets at the school
and the headmaster's residence. On the
22nd November. 1957, 1 asked the Minister
for Education the following question, which
appears at page 3484 of volume 148 of the
Parliamentary Debates:-

(1) Is he aware of the article and
picture in the "Weekend Mail"
of the 16th November, regarding
the disposal of nightsoil by the
students when they attend the
Glenorchy school?

(2) Is he aware of the fact that the
offer of the parents and citizens'
association to provide and keep
filled a 10,000 gallon tank of water
was not accepted?

(3) Does he still approve of students
emptying nightsoil into holes in
the school ground and having no
pan-washing or cleansing facili-
ties?

(4) What does he intend to do about
it?

The following are the amazing answers
supplied by the Minister:-

(1) No.
In other words, he was unaware of the
article and did not seem to know of the
situation at all. The answers continue-

(2) Yes. The Public Works Depart-
ment advised that a 10,000 gallon
tank of water would be insufficient
to maintain supplies of water
necessary for a septic installation
in a school of the size of Glen-
orchy.

(3) I have never approved.
However, it went on just the same. The
last answer is--

(4) This matter is beyond the juris-
diction of the Education Depart-
ment.

So, in 1957, all the Education Department
cared about a matter such as this was that
it was outside its jurisdiction.

Dr. Henn: Who was the Minister for
Education at that time?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I would ask the
honourable member to hazard a guess.
This situation existed at the Glenorchy
school for a long time despite the offer by
the parents and citizens' association to
provide a 10,000 gallon tank at its own
cost. and to keep the tank supplied with
water. The Education Department could
not see its way clear to accept the offer.
After performing this dirty task the stud-
ents had to attend their class lessons and
also eat their lunch.

This is the sort of thing that happened
in 1957 and the position could not, com-
paratively, deteriorate one iota. In fact, to
to the contrary, septic tanks are now in-
stalled at most country schools, and I
am sure the Opposition has overlooked
same of these facts this evening.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [10 pi.m.]:
I do not intend to keep the House very long.
but there are one or two facts which I
wish to put before the Minister. When he
was endeavouring to reply to the Leader
of the Opposition, the Minister said there
were plenty of students, or applicants, de-
sirous of entering the teaching profession.
He also said that the Education Depart-
ment was getting the best brains into the
training college.

I do not think the Minister could have
looked at the figures with which he sup-
plied me only a day or so ago; nor could
he have looked at the other figures which
appeared in the Teachers' Journal not so
long ago. These figures are very revealing
indeed and one wonders just why the
Minister made the statement he did. The
figures which he supplied to me and those
that I have taken from the Teachers'
Journal are most interesting.

We find that 1,326 persons offered for the
teaching profession in 1968 and that of
these only 48 per cent. went into the train-
ing college. It is rather interesting to
note the various numbers who entered the
training college after being accepted in
relation to the subjects taken at the Leav-
ing standard. The following table taken
from the Teachers' Journal, will give
members an idea of the position in Novem-
ber 1968:-

Number of Number Entered
Withdrawals Training

198
194
114

76
58

33
121
181
107

Number of
Leaving

Certificate
Subjects

7

4

Number
Offered

for
Training

421
349
333
223

Number
Accepted

for
flaming

227
235
257
165

Percentage
of

Total
Applicants

8
35
54.3
48
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In the final analysis we find that out of
the 884 who were accepted for training
442 actually went into training, which
means that 50 per cent, accepted the offer
to enter the training college.

This year the proposition is not quite as
bad: the percentages have altered appre-
ciably, as the following table reveals:-

Number of Leaving Number Accepted
Certificate Subjects for Training

.7
0
5
4

478
427
390
230

English and three other subjects to the
Leaving standard. The salary at 18 years
Is $1,590 per annum, rising to $3,061 per
annum at 23 years. This is probably not
as much as a teacher would get in relation
to Grade 4 about which we were speaking.
but in the meantime the person in ques-
tion is receiving sufficient to help him live

Number of
Withdrawals

176
138
102

65

It will be noted from the above figures
that the higher the grading of the pupil
-that is those who possessed the greater
number of Leaving subjects-the less the
number who eventually entered training
college. One wonders at the reason for
this. I would like to know whether it is
due to the conditions that are offered to
the pupils.

I think the conditions that are offered
are probably responsible for this trend,
because those with higher qualifications
and training will certainly be offered better
positions.

When teachers enter training for three
years the remuneration and allowances
they receive amount to $815 per annum.
which is about $31.34 per fortnight. If
they live away from home they get another
$5 per week.

This is not very much, particularly
when we realise that they must pay for
their own books with the exception of
their training books, for which they get
an allowance of $40. Apart from this
they must find their own accommodation
if they are not living at home. All this
makes their lot an extremely difficult one.

It is interesting to look at some of the
other jobs offering which do not require
the qualifications necessary for teachers.
Let us consider an advertisement which
appeared in The West Australian on the
same day as the advertisement for teacher
training.

I refer particularly to the advertisement
for the training of nursing aides. This is
only a 12 months' course, but the males
are paid $1,542 per annum and the females
are paid $1,337 per annum. After these
people have completed their 12 months'
training their salaries are increased to
$2,670 for the males and $2,232 for the
females. This is far in excess of what the
teacher earns while he is training.

There is a further advertisement which
appears in an education circular advertis-
ing for accountancy students. This is a
Commonwealth job and in this case the
qualifications necessary are similar to those
required f or school teachers--that is

Number Entered Percentage of
Training Total Applications

302 37
289 32
288 20
171 27.5

reasonably. Another training course refers
to technicians in training, but in this case
they do not need the qualifications re-
quired by teachers.

This is a five-year course. The trainees
go to school for 34 hours a week over five
days. In the first year they undertake
full-time tuition, and they do not work
outside. In the second year they under-
take eight months of schooling; in the
third year six months of schooling: and in
the fourth and fifth years four months
of schooling in each year. These trainees
receive at the commencement $1,34M per
year which rises progressively to $3,091 in
the fifth year. They follow gradings of
Promotion very similar of those applying
to the teachers. From that it will be seen
that the State is not getting the best type
of students offering to go into the teachers'
training colleges.

The Minister made reference to the
classrooms, and said that the position had
not deteriorated in recent months. The
figures I am about to mention were sup-
plied by the research officer in the Educa-
tion Departmnent. The Minister said that
at the end of last year there were only 26
makeshift classrooms. At the moment,
according to a survey made by the
Teachers Union, there are 105 makeshift
classrooms. In one school alone there are
eight unorthodox classrooms.

The survey showed that three classes
were being taught onl stages, one on a
lawn, two on open veran~dahB, one in a
lunch area, and two in canteen areas.
There are other classes which are accom-
modated in storerooms, staff rooms, foyers,
and a number of other rooms which canl
be made suitable. Tis shows a definite
increase in the use of unorthodox class-
rooms since ]December last year. For that
reason we are quite justified in saying
there has been a distinct deterioration in
the teaching conditions, as set out in the
amendment.

I now turn to the classrooms that are
being built. A new school at Carnarvon
was opened recently by the Minister. Be-
fore It was even half built it Was dis-
covered that the accommodation would
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fall short of requirements by two class-
rooms. The department tried to get the
contractor to give a quote for the build-
ing of two extra classrooms at that
school; but because the costs had risen so
much in the interim the department, In-
stead of having the two classrooms built.
Provided a demountable classroom.

The East Carnarvon School has no fire-
places or chimneys, yet each classroom
has been supplied with a highly polished
jarrab box. I wonder whether the depart-
ment is deteriorating to such an extent
that it is not able to visualise that a school
which has no chimneys does not require
woodboxes. Instances like this are occur-
ring frequently. This gets back to the
administration which seems to be de-
teriorating. What I have mentioned in-
dicates clearly that potential teachers are
not entering the training colleges, be-
cause the conditions offered are not
sufficiently attractive.

MR. HARMAN (Maylands) [10.15 p.m.1:
During the course of the remarks by the
Minister for Education, he said that the
teachers' training colleges were bursting
at the seams, and that according to his
advisers there had not been any lowering
of the standards for entry. I would like
to provide some information which shows
quite clearly that there has been some mis-
understanding between the Minister and
his advisers.

On the 17th April this year, in answer
to a question asked by the member for
Canning, the Minister for Education said
that of the applicants selected for entry
into teachers' colleges in 1969, the number
of students-male and female--who had
passed four Leaving subjects was 171. That
means that in 1969 there were 171 appli-
cants with a four-subject Leaving who
were accepted into the teachers' training
colleges. In 1961 only two applicants with
a four-subject Leaving were accepted. In
the course of eight years the number rose
from two to 171: yet the Minister said
that the standards of entry had not been
lowered.

There are some other observations which
I think are relevant. We are told that
the male intake into the teachers' col-
leges has dropped. In 1958 the male in-
take amounted to 40 per cent.; but in
1969 it amounted to 33 per cent. I do not
want to become Involved in an argument
on males versus females, or on their ability
as teachers; but it seems to me that the
State does have the services of male teach-
ers until they are 65 years of age, whereas
it has the services of female teachers up
to the time they get married. These female
teachers are then lost to the profession
for some time, until after they have reared
their families. In the space of 11 years
we find that the proportion of male stud-
ents at the teachers' training colleges has
dropped by 7 Per cent.-from 40 per cent.
in 1958 to 33 per cent, in 1969.

There are other factors, such as the
salaries and allowances paid to trainee
teachers, which militate against entry into
the teachers' colleges. Students who have
been successful in obtaining Common-
wealth tertiary scholarships are sometimes
not prepared to undertake the course of
teacher training, because they have to be
under a bond for several years after their
training is completed. They find that on
graduation from the University they can
receive better salaries in other occupations.

The member for Gascoyne has wade a
comparison of the salaries and allowances
which are being paid at the moment. I
would like to mention this to emphasise
to the Minister that the allowances being
paid could be increased by a reasonable
amount, so that it would have the effect
of encouraging more students to enter the
teachers' colleges and, perhaps, of discour-
aging them from entering other occupa-
tions. The allowance of $815 which is
received by trainees in this State in the
first year is below the Australian average
of $920 per year. In the third year of
training the student receives an allowance
of $950 in Western Australia, whereas the
Australian average is $1,081. Here again,
in Western Australia the trainee student
receives less than the Australian average.
in fact, the trainee here receives an allow-
ance which is less than the allowance
that is payable, for instance, in Victoria
where it is $1,225 per Year,

The amount Is almost $400 more in Vic-
toria for a trainee teacher. So there is
room here for the Minister, who has the
power, to upgrade the allowances paid to
trainee teachers. He has refused to make
a determination in recent months. The
Minister said tonight that there is more
co-operation-n re togetherness--between
the Teachers 'Union and the Minister:
and it is possible under the Education
Act for the Minister and the Teachers
Union, Provided they agree, to go to
a tribunal and argue a case out. It
is up to the tribunal then to determine
what the student allowances In this State
should be. So we will have to bide our
time to see whether this occurs, because
apart from the deterioration in the stand-
ards for acceptance into the Teacher,-
Training College-and I have shown quite
clearly there is some fault with the Min-
ister's advisers--there is also a deterior-
ation in the allowances being paid to the
trainee teachers in this State.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [10.22 P.m.]: I
rise to make a number of comments, but
it is not my intention to go over the round
that has already been covered by other
members. All of us in this House would
agree that education is of the utmost In-
portance to all of us; it is something on
which we have common ground. However,
the amendment before the House censures
the Government for the deterioration of
the State's educational system which is ad-
versely affecting teachers, parents, and
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students. Whilst members have spoken of
specific items and tried to prove that
education is static I believe this subject
needs to be looked at over a period of years,
taking as a starting point, say. 1958. until
now.

Has there been a steady and continuing
growth? I think it is pertinent to men-
tion that the Director-General of Educa-
tion in his report of 1958, which was tabled
in the House. listed two items of utmost
importance which needed attention. The
points raised were that the great weak-
nesses in education in 1958 were the
excessive size of classes and the small
number of children staying at school after
the age of 14 years. These are two funda-
mental points about which some educa-
tionalists disagree. However, we all agree
that Dr. Robertson, who was then the
Director-General of Education, was an
eminent educationalist and he is still
making a contribution to education in this
State.

In recent times we have had other men
of learning making comments regarding
class sizes. Referring again to the Direc-
tor-General's report of 1958, the two items
he listed as needing urgent attention to
bring improvement to our young in the
way of education were those I have just
mentioned; and it is without doubt that
progress has been made in this regard,
as is the case with many other aspects.

The Minister has quoted figures in re-
gard to class sizes. We who have been
closely associated with education through
our own families know that the class sizes
and general education In the classroom in
the last 10 years have been tremendously
improved. We know that children are
staying longer at school. So the two major
items listed by the Director-General in
1958 have been dealt with and are still
receiving close attention.

We on this side of the House believe
that education is a subject that needs
constant thought-flexibility of thought-
because it cannot remain static, it is ever
changing. It is a subject that needs the
constant thought and consideration of the
Government, of our teachers, of our
educationalists, and parents.

I believe one of the greatest advances
made in education in this State is the
awareness of education that there is in
the home. We know from what we have
seen in our own communities, and in the
parents and citizens' associations through-
out the State that the education of our
young has become a prominent thought;
and I am pleased to say that most parents
give close attention to the education of
their children.

in running briefly through the three
items I have mentioned, I will refer first
of all to students. We know that an
increasing number of students are further-
ing their education in this day and age.
The number has tremendously increased

in the last 10 Years: and no doubt in 1968
there was a great improvement aver the
previous 10 years.

The longer period at school means that
children have a greater opportunity to
show their worth and they are a little
more mature before being required to leave
school. Perhaps in some cases during that
short extra time at school, some children
despite great difficulties, possibly in home
life, have been inspired and a spark has
been fired in them. When they leave
school this extra time at school helps them
prove themselves in the various fields that
we have in the professional area, in trades,
or whatever sphere they choose.

We have heard from previous speakers
what determines the quality of a teacher.
To me, this is something to which we
must give close attention. I think the
member for Gascoyne quoted figures in
relation to the number of subjects those
who propose to take up a career of teaching
should pass in their Leaving examination,
and he mentioned the ability and the qual-
ity required of a teacher. I do not think
this is a fair assessment to make in trying
to prove that the quality of our teaching
staff is deteriorating. I believe that in the
future we need changes in relation to this
subject, but we should continue to evaluate
our teachers on their personal integrity,
application, and, no doubt, qualifications.

In many cases a teacher who has teach-
ing ability equal to or better than another,
as assessed by an educationalist, may be
one who has not received the advancement
of a man with high qualifications, but who
may be a poor teacher. This is something
for which we should be ever watchful. We
move through the community among
teachers and have a grand opportunity to
see the worth of one person as against
another, especially in relation to our own
children and the results achieved.

We know a person can be highly qualified
and a first-class practical teacher, but there
are those who are the opposite, and I
think it is totally unfair to say that we
can put teachers through a race as we
would sheep and say, "This one has the
qualifications so he is the best."

We know that teachers have to deal
with very many different situations and
in a certain instance (a) might prove to
be better than (b): and in another (b)
may prove better than (a). So I do not
think we can say at this point of time that
the quality of teachers is, in fact, deterio-
rating.

I have been very pleased and proud to
know some of the young people who
are applying to the Education Department
for training; and in my assessment of the
situation, the quality of applicants is not
failing. I believe the trainees are coming
from first-class homes; I know they are
dedicated to their cause; and I am looking
forward to seeing progress in our educa-
tional system.
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I can cite a situation in another field.
An employer, endeavouring to lilt the
standard of his staff, signs on graduates
in certain fields. However, they become
discontented because the occupation does
not fully satisfy them. I think the same
situation exists In our education system.
We need people who are enthusiastic and
who are dedicated to being educationalists,
and such people require very careful selec-
tion. I believe the points raised by the
previous speakers in an endeavour to prove
that the quality of our teaching applicants
today is deteriorating are unfounded,

Mr. Harman. What about their allow-
ances?

Mr. RUSHTON: I believe that the offer
by the Mifnister to give consideration to a
change in the system of remuneration to
make changes of salary from time to time
Is a very good one. If the present system
is found to be wanting, then a change
should be made. I think one of the offers
of the recent proposition was an inde-
pendent tribunal or some such body. I do
not know if this offer has been accepted
because the meeting was held only today.
I believe this would be a step in the right
direction.

I would divorce the determination of
salary from education because teachers are
due to receive a right and proper reward
for their services, and this is not to be
mixed up with the education of our child-
ren, and politics should not be mixed with
their education, either. This Is, I hope,
answering the interjection. I feel the
Question of remuneration is one which
should be handled by an independent body
which would from time to time assess the
amount and thus teachers would get their
just reward. The teaching of our children
should be constantly in the minds of the
educationalists and not confused with side
issues.

Mr. Jamieson; What was that bit about
politics?

Mr. RUJSHTON: I think the honourable
member would agree that the recent dis-
pute, If it can be called such, is one which
should not have been taken to the class-
room, but it was.

Mr. Jamieson: Do you know what the
word "Politics" means?

Mr. RUSHTON: Possibly not as well as
does the honourable member.

Mr. Jamieson. I was wondering because
you use it so loosely. For your edification
it means the art of government-

Mr. RUSHTON- I thank the honourable
member. However. It has become common
to use it in a looser form. Perhaps I should
have referred to party politics.

Mr. Jamieson: That might be better.
Mr. RUSHTON: I thank the honourable

member for his interjection.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: How about defin-

ing that?

Mr. RUYSHTQN: I now wish to deal with
the question of school buildings. No-one
would disagree that in the last 10 years
there has certainly been an improvement,
not a deterioration, in the standard of
Provision and maintenance of school build-
ings in this State. I do not know the per-
centage of Improvement, but it would
certainly be many hundreds. No teacher,
at present with any worry concerning
education, would disagree that there has
been a tremendous Improvement on this
score.

The Minister has stated that a constant
effort is made to improve the teaching aids
and their Quality, and this has been ever
so. The Government has provided extra
money for the purpose. We know there
is still tremendous room for improvement,
and this will be ever so because it is not a
static thing: It requires constant review
and flexibility.

Mr. Mclver: How about reference books,
libraries, teaching aids, and equipment?

Mr. RUSHTON: These items need to be
upgraded constantly, and extra provision
is always being made for them. I move
now to the parent side of the issue.

Mr. Brady: Do you think the salaries
should be upgraded?

Mr. RUSHTON: I have covered that
subject, but for the sake of the honourable
member who was apparently not listening,
I repeat that the offer of the Government
to appoint an independent body to assess
the salaries is a very good one, because In
this way the teachers would receive full
reward for services rendered. This is not
a subject on which I as a layman could
debate what was adequate and what was
not adequate.

Mr. Brady: Fair enough!
Mr. RUSHTON: But I think the teach-

ers should get a fair remuneration for their
services.

Mr. Bertram: When?
Mr. RUSHTON: As It is due. However,

let those with that responsibility negotiate
the best method of achieving this, and
then let that method be implemented.

Mr. Mclver: How long is the upgrading
going to take?

Mr. RUSHTON: Upgrading of what?
Mr. Mclver: The education system.
Mr. RUSHTON! This Is something which

is occurring all the time. If the honour-
able member were with it, he would real-
Ise there are changes from weekC to week
and from month to month.

Mr. Tonkin: How Is the system being
upgraded when the teachers are receiv-
ing less training?

Mr. RUSHTO)N: [ wish now to refer to
parents. We hear from time to time the
challenge regarding free education, and
therefore I feel it would be interesting to
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relate what occurred at a meeting I atten-
ded one night. It was the opening of a new
school and most of the parents were from
overseas.

Mr. Taylor; Which school?
Mr. R.USHTON: A new school.
Mr. Taylor; Which one?
Mr. RUSHTON: A new one in my elect-

orate. The president was a woman very
dedicated to the education of children.

Mr. Tonkin: What is the relevance of
this to the amendment?

Mr. RUSHTON: I am trying to Indicate
that there has been no deterioration in
regard to the position of parents in rela-
tion to education.

Mr. Taylor: Have the parents at this
school asked for a deputation to the Min-
ister concerning class sizes?

Mr. RUSHTON: No.
Mr. Taylor: I am thinking of the wrong

school.
Mr. RUSHTON: At the meeting the

question of a contribution was raised. We
all know that although some say we hiave
free education, contributions are made.
This lady said she was very proud to make
a contribution, although a small one, be-
cause in England in the town from which
she came-I think It was Birmingham-
she was paying something like $254 in rates
and taxes and part of this was for educa-
tion. The school was overcrowded and
the building in bad shape. But here she
said her children were in a new school to
which she was making only a small contri-
bution, but a positive one, towards the
facilities. Members opposite have certainly
not made one iota of an issue on educa-
tion.

Mr. Brady; Fair go! Now you are spoil-
ing a good speech!

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister has indi-
cated clearly that there has been constant
improvement, and that this constant im-
provement will continue.

Mr. Taylor; Will you comment onl the
Safety Bay School or the Ewinana School?

Mr. Rushton: I am sorry. I am already
sitting down.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.38
p.mn.l: It is good to see that the Minister
has returned to his seat, Indeed. I noticed
on one occasion there were only five mem-
bers on the other side, including one Min-
ister.

Mr. Cash: Who was speaking at the
time?

Mr. Court: A fair question.
Mr. DAVIES: That one Minister has now

just woken up again. Can I be excused for
plagiarising an expression of the member
for Fremantle when he referred to the
Federal Government? He said it regarded

some subjects like cows in a field gazing
at the passing traffic with uncomprehend-
ing eyes.

If the Minister has the gall to stand up
tonight and say we have said nothing
about education, he must be blind and
deaf because if he looks at the index for
last year's Hansard he will find there are
many references, indeed, several pages of
index, detailing questions asked and corn-
ments made on education. Indeed, when
the Education Act was amended there was
a lengthy discussion on education, and
some of the deficiencies were pointed out
then. Apparently, the Minister on that
occasion was concerned only with getting
the Bill through. There was no opposition
to the points in the Bill, but there was a
lot of good comment made on education.
Nevertheless, nothing has been done in re-
gard to the matters on which comment was
made. so r say that most of the remarks
advanced to the House tonight from those
on the other side have been irrelevant and
often quite inaccurate.

We had the spectacle of the member for
Darling Range speaking and r wondered
when he was going to say something.

Mr. Rushton: It is very hard to get it
through.

Mr. DAVIES: The member for Darling
Range did get around to quoting some
figures which he said had been given to
him by the Department of Industrial De-
velopment. However, those figures did not
tally with the figures which the Minister
for Education had given us earlier. I think
the Minister for Education should see if
he can get the Director-General of Educa-
tion to fit him into a course or two because
some of the information supplied has been
so wrong as to make us wonder whether
he can either read or add up. I think
comment has already been made In this
regard. Looseness at the top filters down
to the pupils.

Another example of inaccuracy is con-
tained in some figures which, again, were
quoted tonight. During the autumn ses-
sion of Parliament the Leader of the Op-
position asked how many primary and
secondary school teachers had resigned
during the year up to the end of the first
term: that is, March, April, and May. The
answer was that 142 primary school teach-
ers and 60 secondary school teachers had
resigned, a total of 202. If one looks at
the Votes and Proceedings for yesterday's
sitting one will see that the Leader of the
Opposition asked how many resignations
had taken place during the months of
June and July. The answer was that there
were 32 resignations of secondary school
teachers and 37 resignations of primary
school teachers, a. total Of 69. So, for the
five mnonths there was a total of 271 re-
signations.

When the Minister was speaking tonight
he said that up to the 23rd June there had
been 170 resignations, This means that In
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the month of July-which is the only
month not accounted for-there were 100
resignations. Tis was at the time when
the Government was starting to enjoy the
confidence of the union and was to do
something for the union. That does not
add up.

I repeat: the information that has been
given has been mostly irrelevant and in-
accurate. I have mentioned two inaccu-
rate statements which require some
explanation. This is not the only inaccu-
rate information that has been supplied.
We had the spectacle-I would regard it
as a debacle-regarding the Junior and
Leaving examinations, An announce-
ment was made that certain attitudes
would be adopted, and then a further an-
niouncement that the wrong information
had been given to the Minister. If we
cannot have some common sense and ac-
curacy at the top how can we expect the
rest of the department to operate effi-
ciently.

The Minister said he was surprised that
a motion had not come forward before
and that he thought something should
have happened during the autumn session.
We are sorry to have disappointed him.
We thought the Teachers Union had made
the position quite clear and that there was
no need for us to take positive action in
this House. Surely to goodness he should
have been able to size up the position from
the questions which were asked and from
the comments which were made!

I will try not to be very long in my com-
ments and I will now deal with the amend-
ment which mentions the deterioration of
the State's education system. Again. I
say that the administration certainly
needs smartening up. I never get an
answer from the Education Department
in under six weeks, and if I have said
that once in this House I have said it
a dozen times. However, that has not
made the slightest difference.

if one wants any specific item attended
to one is shunted from one section to an-
other. I had this very thing happen to
me in regard to a minor matter which
required attention in Victoria Park. it
took three months to get something done.
This is not the exception to the rule: it
is what happens on every occasion when
one approaches the Education Depart-
ment.

The department is so diversified that
it has grown into a huge empire without
control. There are some magnificent
empire builders employed in the depart-
ment and no-one knows what is going
on. I am sure the department has a score
of clerks just carrying files from one sec-
tion to another.

I almost despair when I have to ap-
proach the Education Department. When
working for the parents and citizens' com-
mittees and the canteen committees, I get

exactly the same treatment. It takes
three months for letters to be answered.
At the Kent Street High School, the shut-
ters on the canteen have not been effective
since they were fitted. We are told that
they will be changed, but they have not
been changed yet.

Mr. Qayfer: What is a canteen?

Mr. DAVIES: If I might answer the
interjection, I might say that no-one
asked for a canteen to be built at Kent
Street High School. The Government,
of its own volition, decided there should
be a canteen and constructed the canteen
when extending the school. it is a good
idea and it makes a profit of about $2,000
a year which is used to provide various
amenities for the students at a saving to
the Government.

Mr. Rushton: That is not a deteriora-
tion of the education system.

Mr. DAVIES: Actually, I was going to
make the same comment when the mem-
ber for Dale was speaking but he was get-
ting so woolly I thought I would save
further confusion. The point Is that the
administrative section of the Education
Department has become quite hopeless. It
has grown out of all proportion and just
cannot deal expeditiously with any mat-
ter,

There is an exception and I refer to
the man in charge of grounds. He has
done a very good job~ and is always ready
to assist. His name is George Suggett and
he always gives one a very good hearing
and will help if it is at all possible. How-
ever, I find that the rest of the employees
are unco-operative.

We claim that the deterioration of the
education system has a deplorable effect
and a, serious adverse effect on the pupils,
teachers and parents. If one wants to see
what Is happening then look at the pupils
first. They are complaining and, as has
been pointed out, their teachers are
changing constantly. They are becoming
dissatisfied with their form of education,
and they are forming protest groups. They
are putting out publications and taking
action to assert their authority and express
their feelings.

if we cannot satisfy the pupils we will
have happening here exactly what is hap-
pening overseas, and what is happening
more and more in the Eastern States. If
the students at the Bentley High School
decided to run, riot they could not possibly
be controlled. The school spreads over
six acres and it would take all the troops
in Western Australia to control the
students. The situation Is serious and
could get out of hand because the children
are aware of what Is being done by
students overseas and In the Eastern
States. Those students will not be back-
ward In expressing themselves when the
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time comes. For that reason, they must
be given encouragement to get on with
their studies.

Mr. Rushtlon: Some are getting the
wrong sort of encouragement.

Mr. DAVIES: Anyone who does not con-
form or does not do what he Is told is
lacked on as a radical or, worse, a com-
munist. I think the member for Darling
Range agreed with me.

Mr. Dunn: I would like to correct that
statement. I do not agree.

Mr. DAVIES: You were implying It.
You said it was one of the dangers of
,education.

Mr. Dunn: One of the dangers of edu-
cation Is that the students can be sur-
reptitiously organised.

Mr. DAVIES: Of course, this is the
popular type of charge to make. It has
been made in the Federal Parliament and
by same authorities in the Eastern States.
'However, It has been found to be com-
pletely unfounded and untrue. Once
again, I say that any person who does
not conforn is looked upon as a Bol-
shevik or a Communist.

Mr. Dunn:. You cannot hide behind that
.statement--"if he does not conform."
That is not the point at all.

Mr. DAVIES: It is certainly not the
students who conform who are causing
any trouble.

Mr. O'Neil: I thought those countries
overseas which have student unrest were
better served in their education systems
than our State!I

Mr. DAVIES: More money might be
.spent, but it is not spent in the same
direction.

Mr. O'Neil: I understood that the Op-
position believed that educational systems
-in other countries were better than ours.

Mr. DAVIES: The Mlinister is generalls-
Ing once again. I am saying what has
happened and what could happen in
Western Australia unless the form of
education becomes acceptable to the
students and unless they are not left to
their own resources to the extent that they
have been in the past.

I have mentioned students only briefly
and I come now to the encouragement
which is being given them to enter a
teachers' training college. Of course, the
Government could not avoid expanding
the facilities in Western Australia. Nev-
ertheless, the indications are that the
standard of students who are acceptable
Is falling.

Students who enter a teachers' training
college do not care about the standard
of facilities1 because they are still being
treated like children. There is even a
representative of the Principal on the

students' council, and the committee
meetings of the students' guilds and
councils are not properly formed unless
the representative of the principal 1s
present. How can a students' council
operate in this way when Its members
have big brother sitting with them all
the time?

This has been found to be completely
unacceptable to some quite brilliant stu-
dents who have decided that they can no
longer continue with their teacher training
because of the way in which they are
treated and because of the attitude of the
administration in cutting off their allow-
ances if they do not conform. As I have
said, the administratibn continues to treat
them like children. Yet, the same people
who are treated like children today are
told to go out, to be an adult, and to
instruct other children tomorrow. That
is what it works out to.

If I were to discuss the eff ect on
teachers of the deterioration in the educa-
tion system, the list of matters I could
raise could keep us here all night. I think
they fall into a few categories. One of
these relates to the general uncertainty
about their future in the department.
They feel that they just do not know
where they are going. A general air of
uncertainty Prevails from the time they
are selected, to when they come out of
college, to when they are appointed to a
school, and right up to the time when
many of them leave the department, This
has arisen, as I said before, because of the
way the department is administered. It
comes back to this wholly and solely, I
consider.

No end of representations have been
made to me by people wanting to be ap-
Pointed to a certain position for certain
reasons, but the Education Department
has completely ignored any such requests.
The Education Department has not tried
to fit the teachers into the proper slot.
I know of one teacher who was appointed
to a primary school in the metropolitan
area. A fortnight before she was due to
take up her appointment she was sent to
the country as a high school teacher. I
do not know how a person is fitted to be
a primary school teacher one day and a
high school teacher the next.

I know of a mathematics teacher who
was teaching at a primary school. The
department suddenly found he had certain
qualifications and wanted him to go to a
high school the next day. Indeed, he was
taken away from the primary school and
sent to the high school the following week.

This is the kind of thing which is going
on and which is causing great despair and
uncertainty among the teachers.
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Another great source of worry is the
nepotism that goes on in the department.
This emanates from, and was brought to
the fore by, the appointment of the son of
the Director-General to the position of
Superintendent of Foreign Languages.
However I will not deal with this matter
at length now.

Mr. Bovell: Ile is fully qualified. He
spent some years in Germany and has
been all over the world. Why should he
not be appointed?

Mr. DAVIES: What teaching experience
has he had?

Mr. Bovell: He has had plenty of ex-
perience in gaining knowledge.

Mr. DAVIES: He has not. Once again,
the Minister cannot support his remarks.
I do not propose to deal with the subject
now because it will take up a good half
hour, but I will certainly have a few words
to say on the subject later on. There are
other examples of people in the good
books-

Mr. Lewis: Are You suggesting that this
was not an honest appointment?

Mr. DAVIES: I am not suggesting-I am
saying-that there is nepotism within the
department. The cases that have been
brought to my notice all stem from the
case of the son of the Director-General
being appointed to the position of Super-
intendent of Foreign Languages.

Mr. Lewis: Are You suggesting that he
did not get this on his merits, compared
with other applicants?

Mr. DAVIES: I am suggesting that the
fact he was the Director-General's son
helped him.

Mr. Lewis: Nonsense.
Mr. Court: How low can one ;get? A

snake would not be lower than that.
Mr. Lewis: That is grossly unfair. These

things are always subject to appeal.
The SPEAKER: Order?
Mr. DAVIES: There we have another

inaccurate statement by the Minister. He
said that this was subject to appeal. The
whole matter is raised because the Gov-
ernment did not give the right of appeal.
Under the Government Employees (Promo-
tions Appeal Board) Act, the Lieutenant-
Govei'nor, on a Cabinet recommendation no
doubt, refused to give the right of appeal.
I have the Governor's letter In my hand.
The Minister says there was the right of
appeal but he does not know what he is
talking about.

r. Lewis: He won this entirely on his
merits.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister said "quali-
fications."

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Victoria Park will address the Chair.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker
This is obviously a further example of th(
Minister for Education-

Mr. Lewis: The member for Victoria Part
is saying shocking things which are totaill
inaccurate.

Mr. DAVIES: I feel, Sir, I will have Uc
deal with this because-

Mr. Bovell: The embryo Minister f oi
Education!I

Mr. DAVIES: I have a number of caseg
here of teachers who have been grantec
concessions where similar requests havc
been refused to other teachers. On thc
face of it. it would appear that becausi
some People have connections with sonu
of the heads of the department, they an
more favoured than others.

Mr. Lewis: That is a very cheap thing
to say.

Mr. DAVIES: It is not. I am expressing
what has been brought to mec as a matte]
of great concern. The fact that the Minis.
ter has not been in his seat for an how
this evening seems to indicate to me thai
he is not the slightest bit interested in tht
matter.

Mr. Lewis: You have seen fit to repeal
tittle -tattle.

Mr. Tonkin: Ask him to send you a noti
about it.

Mr. DAVIES: I am bringing the casi
right here. Three people felt they wern
wronged in this matter and wanted thE
right of appeal. The Lieutenant-Governo,
had the power to grant the right of appea
but, doubtless the Lieutenant-Governoi
acts on the recommendations of the Cabi.
net. In any case he did not give the righi
of appeal.

Mr. Rushton: Would not the membei
for Victoria Park agree that the problemz
is one of administration more thanE
problem bringing about a deterioration ix
education?

Mr. DAVIES: I am talking about a de.
terioration in teachers.

Mr. Lewis: Regardless of the right o:
appeal, he won the position on his merits

Mr. DAVIES: One interjection at a time
Mr. Bovell: There is no room for furthei

deterioration in the member for VictoriE
Park.

Mr. DAVIES: I forget what the lnterjec.
tion was which was made by the ineibei
for Dale. I think it was to the effect: Doe]
this bring about a deterioration in thi
Education Department? Of course it does
because it makes the teachers dissatisfiec
with their job and they are less interestec
in the work they are going to do. Thesi
teachers, with whom the Minister is trying
to curry favour, are the same ones he h
now applauding and the same ones whon
the Minister for Industrial Developmeni
blasted at a recent Liberal Party confer
once, I think it was, when he had a fnv
unkind words to say about teachers.
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Mr. Court: About certain people who are
members of the profession, but not about
all. I Paid tribute to the Profession as a
profession, but I was very critical of people
within that profession who are prepared
to condemn their own colleagues, and I
still am.

Mr. DAVIES9: Well, of course, this was
not very acceptable to the teaching pro-
fession. In fact, its members were rather
distressed at the Minister's remarks.

Mr. Court: Only a few of your friends.
Mr. Jamieson: Thie Minister was also

associated with the advertisements that
appeared as to who was pushing them and
implying that they themselves have no
right to make a deternination.

Mr. Court: Who has no right?
The SPEAKER: The member for Vic-

toria Park has the floor. Other members
who are interjecting are using up his
time.

Mr. Court: We are making better use of
it than he is.

Mr. DAVIES: I have submitted hundredsof appeals to the Promotions Appeal
Board and, in my opinion, it would appear
that, from the application of one person,
he had far better qualifications. Had tlw.
Government been sensible enough to allow
an appeal to be lodged with the Pro-motions Appeal Board to decide who had
the best qualifications these charges which
unfortunately have teen raised tonight
would not have appeared, but they had to
be faced at some time or other because, as
I have said, these conditions cannot con-
tinue within the department.

One teacher was allowed leave of ab-
sence without having taught for one day
In a school, but another teacher who was
anxious to go overseas to further her
studies after four Years of teaching was
not allowed to go and she was told to
apply later. When she did so she was
then told to apply next year. Yet that
teacher was teaching alongside another
teacher who had been granted leave of
absence and who had been teaching for
only one year.

If the department acknowledges it is a
good thing for teachers to go overseas to
gain experience and wishes to encourage
them to return to this State, I cannot
understand why it does not grant teachers
leave of absence. Many teachers would be
quite pleased to take one or two years'
leave of absence, but the department's
attitude is: "No, we do not want to lose
you," and of course the department com-
pletely overlooks the fact that a teacher
who Is anxious to go abroad will resign
anyway, and probably, having left the
education system, will never return to It.

This is a weakness In administration.
The department should be able to realise
these circumstances for itself instead of

allowing this dissatisfaction to continue to
grow as it has done within the teaching
profession. I know of a number of other
cases where it would appear that some
favouritism has been extended by the de-
partment and I think it is time we
looked seriously at the question of whether
set rules should be laid down for the
granting of leave of absence rather than
adopt the attitude of, "We will let you go
overseas when we think it is suitable for
us to release you."

I have known some teachers who have
conducted technical training classes
overseas, and although we are short of
teachers I think we should assist our Asian
neighbours by providing teachers to con-
duct technical training. I have known
some teachers who have been abroad
twice, and yet others have been refused
their initial applications for leave of

asence to travel overseas. This is what
distresses me even more; namely, to think
that there is one rule for one teacher and
a different rule for another.

If we want to talk about a shortage of
teachers, and if the department claims
there is no crisis, but only Pressures from
some quarters, let us have a look at the
question to ascertain whether or not the
Education Department Is prepared to em-
ploy those who are acceptable. The de-
partment has said that It wants qualified
teachers. Recently a case of a woman in
her fifties was brought to my attention.
She was prepared to teach. She was
a triple-certificated nurse; she had her
Leaving certificate from England; she had
done a crash course in South Australia;
and she had taught continuously, in
country and metropolitan areas in South
Australia, for 15 years.

The Teachers Union said she could be
employed here, but when she offered her
services to the Education Department it
said, "We are not short of teachers, and
we do not want you." She asked me if
this were correct, Particularly after seeing
published in the Press photographs of
female teachers conducting classes with
their babies present in the class. She
asked me to make further inquiries, and
when I did so the Minister replied to me
saying that she was not acceptable because
she had only done a crash course. Yet
only recently we saw advertisements in the
Press inserted by the Education Depart-
ment seeking people to attend crash
courses in certain subjects. It was not
because there were insufficient applicants
that the department was unable to conduct
these crash courses; it was because the
Teachers Union caused such an uproar.
and what the department did was the
same as that which had to be done by
the Queensland Government when there
was a shortage of teachers in that State.
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There are so many teachers who are
entitled to be dissatisfied with their work-
ing conditions and the attitude of the
department that it would take the rest of
my time and more to present their cases
to the House. However, I repeat that they
are dissatisfied because of the treatment
that is being meted out to them and be-
cause of the ineptitude that is being shown
within the department.

Why should parents be dissatisfied with
the education system? It is because they
are getting sick and tired of having to
provide money, through the parents and
citizens' associations, to enable the schools
to keep going. I find less and less
enthusiasm among those women who used
to attend fetes, jumble sales, and other
functions for the raising of funds, and
this is because most of the women who
were prepared to do this work, in view of
their economic circumstances, are forced
to go out to work. Therefore the voluntary
labour that used to be available can no
longer be called upon. The parents are
becoming greatly concerned with their
being asked to provide more and more in
the way of items such as school equipment,
textbooks, and sporting gear than they
have done in the past.

They feel that the continual requests
for money, over and above the lees required
to keep a child at school, are getting out
of all Proportion. I feel that before long
there will be a general revolt among
parents against these continual requests
and urging to raise more and more money.
I do not say that this happens in every
school, but it happens in the majority of
them. Some of the older established
schools, of course, are now able to equip
their libraries and the school buildings
with the necessary equipment, but the
libraries in some of the new schools are
still without books. Of course, in many
instances, the parents and citizens' associa-
tion is required to provide the money to
put down a playing field.

One of the other main concerns among
parents, and something which is of great
concern among teachers, is split classes.
In my days at school I cannot remember
any of the metropolitan classes I attended
being split; that is, where perhaps two or
more grades are being taught. This is
how the department Is able to reduce the
class numbers. If this is so; if it is reduc-
ing the class numbers in this fashion, does
it suggest that the children are receiving
the best education when a teacher has to
teach children in a fourth and fifth grade.
or a fifth and sixth grade in the one class?

This is the teachers' concern. They do
not feel they are able to give their best,
and the children themselves do not consider
they are able to get a proper education
when they are supposed to be studying one

subject at one level and yet in the same
room another subject is being taught to
the other half of the children. This is
how the department is able to reduce the
numbers in the classrooms.

Any education authority would say that
if children are slow-learners, or are those
who need special education, the maximum
number in one classroom should be 12.

This further reduces the average, but
we are still finding plenty of schools where
the numbers are well over 35, and I think
it is quite wrong and dishonest for the
Minister to quote flat percentages as he
has done in explanation of how they have
been brought forward.

Re was complaining about the figures
we had from the UNESCO report, but I
would like some information from the
minister as to how he worked out some
of the figures which he gave the House
tonight. He said the Teachers Union ft
blaming the Commonwealth. I would like
to ask how many approaches the Govern-
ment has made to the Commonwealth for
assistance. I asked this question once
before and the only answer I received was
silence.

I would like to know how many direct
representations have been made to the
Commonwealth to assist with education,
similar to those which have been made In
connection with roads, housing, agricul-
ture, the Ord River scheme, and so on.

I do not believe the Government has
made one direct approach to the Com-
monwealth as yet. Anything that has
come to this State has been by way of a
grant at election time when the Common-
wealth Government was anxious to make
some political capital out of the State aid
issue. I do not want to be misunderstood,
because I feel that every child in Aus-
tralia should receive a proper education
irrespective of the school attended, The
fact remains, however, that the science
blocks and the libraries helped the State
in its average, because it has seen to it
that these libraries and science blocks
have been placed in schools where accom-
modation has been badly needed. Fox
example, in Armadale it used a class-
room as a library. To release this class-
room the Government said, "Let us put
a library at Armadale; this all helps to
reduce the class averages." This is the
ease with both science blocks and libraries.

Anything that has come to us in rela-
tion to the Institute of Technology has
come to us as a result of action that has
been taken by the Commonwealth Goy-
ermnent. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment set UP the Murray Commission for
universities and the Wark Commission for
higher education. It also set up a com-
mittee for primary and secondary educa-
tion.
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It was only when we were asked to Join
this latter that we did so. We did not
say, "What about a committee for pri-
mary and secondary education?" We
waited for the Commonwealth to move.
No direct approach had been made to
the Commonwealth Government by the
State Government for a special grat.

I would have been pleased to hear that
that had been so, because I believe that
the Government Is adopting a wait and
see approach. It says, "Let us do nothing
to upset anybody. Let us wait and see
what the Commonwealth Government can'
do, and let us be thankful and use what
is given to the best advantage. We can
then say or at least suggest that we are
reducing class sizes. Let us reduce class
sizes irrespective of the result on the
children and on the teachers. Split grades
do not mean a thing."

Split grades certainly mean something
when we talk to a few of the teachers
around the place, because they know what
It is to teach split grades. They are the
ones who are complaining about this, as
are the parents,

Why has not the Government done
something similar to the setting up of the
Plowden Committee in England, which in-
quired into all forms of primary education
and the transition to secondary education?
This would really have been something for
the Government to do. At present it is
adopting a hit and miss method.

In this connection I would point out
that curriculums are being changed con-
stantly; in some schools they are changed
so often that it makes the teachers giddy.
This is another cause for complaint from
the teachers, because they do not know
where they are going. They do not know
how secure they are in their own position
or in the work they, are doing with the
children.

All the Minister can say is that he is
pleased to be able to report that it looks
as though the Teachers Union is now go-
ing to be more friendly towards the Gov-
ernment. The answer to education does
not entirely rest with teachers' salaries, as
I am sure any dedicated teacher will con-
firm. Such teachers will tell us there is
more to the profession than merely being
paid sufficient. We have already heard
something on that tonight.

I have been longer than I had intended.
I amn sorry I got upset about the nepotism
in the department, but I do not withdraw
anything I have said. The Minister said,
"Why did not they appeal?" In saying
this he obviously did not know that they
had no right of appeal; that their appli-
cation for special appeal was rejected by
the Lieutenant-Governor, no doubt on the
advice of the Cabinet. It is regrettable that
this type of situation should have devel-
oped.

I have been associated with hundreds
of cases which have come before the Pro-
motions Appeal Board. I have prepared
many such cases and on the evidence
supplied to me here, and from -some of
the remarks made in the correspondence
from one of the applicants, and as a
result of some of the Press reports which
appeared in The West Australian, and the
time I spent on the evidence, I would not
have the slightest hesitation in saying that
the man whose case I held in my hand
would have had far better qualifications
for the job of superintendent of foreign
languages than the appointee.

These are the things that upset the
teachers, and these are the matters which
need attention. If some of the teachers
could only find out what is going on, and
if there were a firm plan, I am sure that
the whole of our education system would
be in a far better Position.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr. Batemnan
Mr. Bertram
Mr. Brady
Mr. Burke
Mr. H. D. Evans
Mr. T. D. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Haninan
Mr. Jamieson

Mr. Hovel!
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cash
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunna
Mr. Gayter
Mr. Orsyden
Dr. Henm
Mr. HutchinEon
Mr. Kitney
Mr. Lewis

Ayes
Mr. Hall
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. May

Ayes-ID2
Mr, Jones
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Mclver
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Bewall
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Davies

(Telle; )

Noes-fl4
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. MePharlin
Mr. Mensaros
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Rushton
Mr. Stewart
Mr. Williams
Mr. Young
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller)

Pairs
Noes

Sir David Brand
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Ridge

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate adjourned, on the motion by

Mr. Brady.

COMMTTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that House.

House adjourned at 11.23 P.m.
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